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Bangkia  Baptist  Hospital  administrator,  Suphachai  Wiratsombat,  gives  the  hospital 
report  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Thailand  Baptist  Mission  meeting  in  Pattaya.  On 
the  left  is  missionary  Donald  Phlegar  who  nrraderated  the  meeting.  Don  is  from  Yazoo 
City,  Mississippi.  On  the  right  is  parliamentarian  missionary  Dan  Cobb.  Seen  in  the 
background  are  other  Thai  nationals  who  also  gave  reports  at  the  meeting.  —  (Photo 
by  Maxine  Stewart) 


fiy  Maxine  Stewart 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  East  ture  (John  17:14-18  and  Matthew 
Thailand  Baptist  Pastor-Leaders-  5:13-14)  which  made  him  realize  that 
Missionaries  Group,  Suphachai  Wirat-  he  should  no  longer  be  "salt  in  a  sack,” 
sombat,  hospital  administrator  of  the  but  should  get  involved  in  city  affairs. 
Bangkia  Baptist  Hospital,  summed  up  In  1986,  he  joined  with  some  business 
his  new  philosophy  of  Christian  living  men  in  forming  the  “Volunteer 
by  the  admonition,  “Don’t  be  salt  in  Development  Party"  and  was  elected 
a  sack!”  He  shared  his  testimony,  vice-mayor  for  the  city  of  Bangkia. 
showed  how  God  had  brought  him  to  Since  then,  he  has  divided  his  time 
this  point  of  view.  between  the  hospital  and  city  hall,  do- 

He  had  only  a  12th  grade  education,  ing  a  full-time  job  in  each  position, 
and  had  been  a  Christian  for  less  than  Suphachai  praised  the  Lord  for  giv- 
a  year,  when  God  brought  him  and  ing  his  scriptural  answers  to  voters’ 
missionary  doctor  Orby  Butcher  questions  during  the  campaign  and 
together  at  the  Christian  ( Overseas  for  wisdom  in  doing  his  job  as  vice- 
Missionary  Fellowship)  hospital  in  mayor.  He  has  applied  (Christian 
Saiburi,  in  south  Thailand  in  1963  He  humility,  love,  and  discipline  in  super- 
was  visiting  his  brother;  Butcher  was  vising  the  city  sanitation  crew  and 
visiting  Christian  hospitals  in  riremen"(80  workers).  He  has  also  had 
Thailand.  Suphachai  felt  God’s  call  in  the  opportunity  to  eliminate  the  cor- 
Butcher’s  invitation  to  go  to  work  as  ruption  in  the  purchasing  of  fire- 
business  manager  at  Bangkia  fitting  equipment,  road  machinery, 
hospital.  and  other  high-priced  equipment  for 

Suphachai  moved  to  Bangkia,  and  the  city.  He  is  having  more  and  more 
helped  prepare  for  the  opening  of  the  opportunities  to  witness  for  Christ  at 
Baptist  hospital  in  March  1964.  He  has  city  hall  as  people  see  his  Christian  in- 
proven  himself  to  be  a  faithful  tegrity  in  financial  dealings  and  his 
steward,  on  the  hospital  staff.  He  was  sacrificial  concern  for  the  needs  of  his 
elected  hospital  administrator  when  co-workers  and  for  all  the  citizens  of 
niissionary  Earl  (kiatcher  resigned  in  Bangkia. 

1970.  He  has  been  loyal  to  God’s  call  In  addition  to  his  ministry  and 
to  serve  at  the  hospital,  even  to  the  ex-  witness  in  Bangkia,  Suphachai  has 
tent  that  he  turned  down  a  U.S.  Army  become  one  of  Thailand  Baptists' 
job  at  twice  the  salary  he  was  mak-  chief  spokesmen  to  business  and  pro- 
ing  in  1972.  fessional  people  and  to  government 

After  Suphachai  married  a  local  officials. 

Bangkia  girl,  Jirapon  Saengthai,  in  When  Suphachai  got  married,  he 
1966,  he  began  to  make  a  place  for  and  his  bride  moved  in  with  her 
himself  in  the  small  city  of  10,000  parents,  a  common  practice  in  the 
population.  He  quickly  gained  the  small  town  where  the  extended 
respect  of  the  (lar^y  Buddhist)  com-  families  often  include  four  genera- 
munity  by  his  good  work  and  loving  tions  in  a  household.  This  was  to  be 
spirit  in  the  hospital.  In  the  past  10  the  arrangement  until  they  could  ac- 
years,  several  people  had  asked  him  cumulate  enough  money  to  build  their 
about  running  for  the  city  council,  but  house.  His  (Buddhist)  father-in-law 
he  had  the  feeling  that  Christians  said  he  did  not  know  how  his  friends 
should  Istick  together’  in  their  own  would  take  to  the  idea  of  him  having  a 
group  to  keep  out  the  worldly  in-  Christian  living  in  his  house  (although 
fluences  rathw  than  to  participate  in  his  daughter  was  already  a  professing 
“worldly  activities”  Christian).  With  a  broad  smile  on  his 

Various  friends,  however,  continued  fece  he  said,  “Not  only  do  they  not  ob- 
to  invite  him'th  get  involved  in  city  j«t,  they  even  come  and  ask  his  ad- 
politks.  He  later  came  to  see  how  vice!'^ 

wrong  his  previous  attitude  had  been.  Maxtee  Stewart  b  miukmaiy  press 
God  gave  him  two  passages  of  Scrip-  representative  for  ’Thailand. 
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Life  Commitment  Sunday 


Missionary  Ray  Rogislar  (right)  surrerulared  to  lifetime  Register  will  open  his  Bible  and  share  an  appropriate  witness 
Christian  service  during  a  Baptist  Student  Union  retreat  with  Badran  "I  haven't  found  any  truths  in  the  Koran  that  are 
while  he  was  in  college.  About  a  year  later  he  felt  called  to  not  already  in  the  Bible  in  a  clearer  wey,"  says  Register,  who 
foreign  misskms.  Here  Register  listens  intently  as  Molasem  concentrates  on  developing  a  witness  to  Muslims  (FMB) 
Badran  in  Israel  reads  the  Koran  to  him.  In  a  tow  minutes  PHOTO  Bv  Joanna  Pinneo 
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Editorials  . .  .  by  Don  McGregor 


The  restoration 


Since  both  houses  of  Congress  have 
passed  what  is  known  as  the  Civil 
Rights  Restoration  Act  (rf  1968,  the  bill 
was  vetoed  by  the'President,  and  the 
veto  was  overridden  by  Congress, 
there  has  been  a  great  de^  of  specula¬ 
tion  about  the  act. 

Because  of  the  interest  in  the  bill  on 
the  part  of  churches  and  other 
religious  organizations,  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  has 
prepared  a  brief  fact  sheet  about  the 
legislation. 

There  are  five  points  to  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee’s  list. 

First,  the  Civil  Rights  Restoration 
Act  applies  only  to  organizations  that 
receive  federal  funds.  Baptist  chur¬ 
ches  should  not  be  affect^. 

Second,  the  act  has  nothing  to  do 
with  gay  rights. 

Third,  colleges  and  universities  that 
receive  direct  or  indirect  federal  fund¬ 
ing  through  student  loans  and  other 
such  programs  are  entitled  to  an  ex¬ 
emption  if  they  are  “controlled  by”  a 
religious  organization. 

According  to  Oliver  S.  Thomas, 
general  counselor  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee,  ‘Tliis  exemption  has  been 
interpreted  broadly  to  include  institu¬ 
tions  indirectly  controlled  by  the 
church.  Tlius,  separately  incorporated 


Guest  opinion 


Baptist  colleges  that  have  their 
trustees  appointed  or  approved  by  the 
state  convention  have  received  ex¬ 
emptions.  In  fact,  in  the  16  years  that 
the  religious  tenets  exemption  has 
been  in  existence,  not  a  single 
religious  institution  has  been  denied 
an  exemption.” 

Thomas  continued,  “Despite  the 
favorable  interpretation  that  has  been 
given  to  this  exemption,  the  BJCPA 
supported  a  broadening  of  the 
statutory  language  to  include  all  in¬ 
stitutions  ‘closely  identified  with  the 
tenets  of  a  religious  organization.’  The 
effort  failed  largely  because  no  in¬ 
stitution  has  yet  been  denied  an  ex¬ 
emption.  If  a  Intimate  request  for  an 
exemption  is  denied  in  the  future,  the 
BJCPA  has  laid  the  groundwork  for 
corrective  legislation.” 

Fourth,  Baptist  hospitals  will  not  be 
forced  to  perfmTn  abortions.  The  Dan¬ 
fort  Amendment,  which  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  St.  Louis  in  1987  and  by  the 
SBC  Christian  Life  Commission  and 
by  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee,  over¬ 
rules  the  Title  IX  regulations  that  had 
placed  abortion  on  an  basis  with  other 
medical  disabilities.  Thus  the  Dan- 
forth  Amendment  guarantees  that  no 
institution  will  be  forced  to  perform 


act 

abortions  simply  because  of  receiving 
federal  funding. 

Fifth,  the  act  will  enable  victims  of 
discrimination  to  seek  relief  as  they 
were  able  to  do  before  the  Grove  City 
decision  in  1964.  This  means  that 
civil  rights  laws  will  apply  to  all  of  the 
programs  and  activities  of  institutions 
that  receive  federal  funding. 
Previously  only  the  areas  in  which  the 
federal  funds  were  applied  were 
affected. 

What  all  of  this  should  mean,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee,  is  that  Baptist  churches  and  their 
institutions  should  not  have  their  right 
to  use  discrimination  in  hiring  af¬ 
fected.  In  other  words,  they  should  be 
able  to  hire  Baptist  people  in  good 
health  in  areas  where  that  is  a  critical 
need.  And  never  should  they  be  forc¬ 
ed  to  hire  persons  with  communicable 
diseases.  If  this  right  should  be 
denied,  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
has  already  laid  the  groundwork  for 
making  changes. 

And  even  if  a  college  or  a  universi¬ 
ty  or  a  hospital  is  receiving  federal 
funds  under  some  condition,  it  should 
be  able  to  apply  for  an  exemption  to 
the  civil  rights  acts  and  be  exempted 
if  its  trustees  are  elected  by  its 
convention. 


A  confessional  people 


More  and  more  today,  one  hears 
that  Baptists  are  not  a  creedal  people. 
However,  we  certainly  are  a  confes¬ 
sional  people  A  partial  list  of  Baptist 
confessions  of  faith  include  Helwys’ 
Declaration  of  Faith  (1611),  London 
Confession  of  Faith  (1644),  Second 
London  Confession  (1689),  (Charles¬ 
town  Confession  (1665),  Philadelphia 
(Confession  (1742),  New  Hampshire 
Confession  (1830),  and  the  ^ptist 
Faith  and  Messages  of  1925  and  1963. 

I  confess  to  not  knowing  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  a  creed  and  a  confes¬ 
sion  of  faith.  I  understand  that  creed 
means  “I  believe”  in  Latin.  If  so,  then 
the  only  difference  between  the  two 
terms  is  one  of  context  and  understan¬ 
ding.  Baptists  believe  that  no  human 
statement  has  equal  or  superior 
authority  over  the  Bible,  but  so  ^d  the 
other  Protestant  denominations  com¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Reformation  which 
adopted  confessions  of  faith.  Baptists 
have  always  believed  that  a  creed  is 
not  binding  over  the  individual’s  con¬ 
science,  especially  when  imposed  by 
the  state  or  ecclesiastical  hierarchy. 
Surely  a  person’s  conscience  would 
lead  him  to  ioin  a  church  whose  creed 


By  Carl  D.  Ford 

or  confession  he  could  believe. 

I  suspect  what  we  mean  is  that  due 
to  our  denominational  structure,  no 
authority  outside  of  the  local  church 
can  impose  a  belief  or  creed  on  an  in¬ 
dividual  Baptist  or  a  local  church.  A 
local  Baptist  church  has  always  main¬ 
tained  the  right  to  test  the  beliefs  and 
practices  of  its  pastor  and  members 
by  whatever  creedal  standard  it 
chooses,  and  associations  have  main¬ 
tained  the  right  to  disfellowship  any 
local  church  whose  beliefs  and  prac¬ 
tices  differ  from  the  majority.  Cer¬ 
tainly  local  churches  acting 
denominationally  have  always  had  the 
right  to  impose  creeds  upon  its 
created  institutions. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  the  prolifera¬ 
tion  of  Baptist  confessions  of  faith  has 
been,  in  the  words  of  the  Minnesota 
Baptist  Confession  of  1952,  “to 
distinguish  between  Baptists  within 
Baptist  ranks.”  Almost  from  the 
beginning.  Baptists  both  in  England 
and  America  have  differed  on  the 
questions  of  missions  and  between 
Calvinism  and  Arminianism.  Many 
confessions  have  been  written  either 
to  distinguish  between  the  differences 
between  these  areas  or  to  bridge  the 


gap  between  these  differing  views.  All 
of  these  confessions  set  out  a  high 
view  of  scripture.  It  is  only  in  recent 
times  that  the  question  of  confessions 
and  differing  views  of  the  nature  of 
scripture  have  been  questioned. 

James  Boyce  and  Elasil  Manly  Jr, 
two  who  were  instrumental  in  found¬ 
ing  Southern  Seminary,  clearly  knew 
the  distinction  between  the  autonomy 
of  the  local  church  and  the 
nonautonomy  of  its  creation,  its 
various  institutions.  Boyce  proposed 
and  Manly  wrote  Southern’s  Abkract 
of  Principles  in  1858,  which  all  pro¬ 
fessors  at  that  institution  were  re¬ 
quired  to  sign. 

Boyce  was  adamantly  against  any 
professor  having  mental  reservations 
or  private  understanding  concerning 
the  signing  of  the  confession  of  faith 
or  thinking  that  he  had  the  liberty  to 
modify  its  principles,  lb  the  expected 
charge  that  a  co^ession  of  faith  was 
not  required  of  a  local  church  in  scrip¬ 
ture,  he  replied  that,  even  if  true,  a 
seminary  is  not  a  church.  Boyce 
pointed  out  that  creeds  have  univer¬ 
sally  been  used  Baptists  in  a 
twofold  manner  as  “. . .  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  faith  and  the  testing  of  its  ex- 


Liquor  advertising  stiil  pending 

The  Mississippi  State  Senate  voted  to  kill  the  alcobtd  advertising  bill, 
HB 1034;  but  by  some  parliamentary  maneuvering  allowed  for  just  such 
circumstances,  the  bill  is  still  alive  and  is  back  in  the  House  for  apixroval 
of  a  Senate  amendment. 

Actually,  the  Senate’s  version  is  a  total  amendment  to  the  House  ver¬ 
sion,  but  the  number  designation  was  left  the  same  —  HB  1034.  By  a 
vote  of  26  to  25,  the  amended  bill  was  killed  in  the  S«iate  Tb  keep  it  alive, 
however,  there  was  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  An  effort  to  table 
the  mdtion  to  reconsider,  which  (tabling)  would  have  killed  the  bill  again, 
lost  by  a  vote  of  19  to  31.  Then  on  the  reconsideration,  the  bill  was  pass¬ 
ed  by  a  vote  of  27  to  23.  As  can  readily  be  seen,  of  the  52  senators,  only 
one  failed  to  vote  when  the  bill  was  killed.  When  it  was  finally  approv¬ 
ed,  two  switched  and  two  didn’t  vote.  That  is  the  way  it  works  in  the 
Legislature 

The  bill  is  now  back  in  the  House  for  consideration  of  the  amended 
versioa  Interested  persons  need  to  get  in  touch  with  their  representatives 
immediately  to  urge  them  to  vote  against  the  bill. 

Those  who  stood  firm  against  the  bill  to  the  end  in  the  Senate  were 
Blanton,  Bryan,  Buiices,  Canon,  Crook,  Gwdon,  Graham;  Guerieri,  Hale, 
Harpole,  Miller,  Mills,  Morgan,  Musgrove,  Posey,  Scoper,  Shows,  Smith, 
'Ibte,  'Thames,  Usey,  White,  and  Wicker,  "rhey  are  due  our  appreciation. 

The  advertising  of  alcohol  will  serve  to  increase  the  consumption  of 
alcohol.  That  is  the  reason  for  advertising.  We  surely  don’t  need  increased 
consumption.  The  rationale  used  has  been  that  advertising  is  coming 
into  the  state  anyway  in  other  publications.  But  it  will  not  help  to  have 
alcohol  advertis^  in  Mississippi  media,  which  will  incude  radio  and 
television  with  great  audiences  of  children  and  young  pe<^le. 

This  concept  comes  up  every  year  and  has  been  defeated  every  year. 
Let’s  not  let  this  year  be  an  exception.  Once  we  have  allowed  advertis¬ 
ing  to  begin,  it  will  not  go  away. 


God’s  inerrant  Word 


By  Herschel  H.  Hobbs 


Sanctify  them  through  the  truth: 
thy  word  is  truth  (John  17:17). 

Of  the  Bible,  “The  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  (1963)”  says,  “It  has  God  for 
its  author,  salvation  for  its  end,  and 
truth,  without  any  mixture  of  error, 
for  its  mattenZ’ 

'These  words  were  borrowed  from 
the  1925  Staten^t  of  “The  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message,”  which,  in  turn 
borrowed  them  from  the  1833  New 
Hampshire  Confession  of  Faith;  but 
they  were  not  original  with  that 
statement. 

According  to  Hugh  Wamble 
(Midwestern  Seminary)  they  are 
founded  in  a  letter  written  in 
September  1703  by  the  English 
philosopher  John  Locke.  A  young 
preacher  wrote  him  asking  advice  as 
to  how  he  might  have  a  successful 
ministry.  Locke  wrote  him  to  preach 
the  Bible  for  “it  has  God  for  its  author, 
salvation  for  its  end,  and  truth, 
without  any  mixture  of  error,  for  its 
matter.” 

Of  course,  inerrancy  refers  to  the 
autographs,  the  original  manuscripts. 
Someone  said,  “but  I  have  never  seen 
the  autographs.”  Another  replied,  “I 
have  never  seen  Jesus  Christ,  but  I 
believe  in  him.”  So  like  other  deep 
spiritual  experiences,  it  is  a  matter  of 
faith. 


Through  the  centuries  a  few  in¬ 
significant  copyists’  errors  have  cr^ 
into  copies  of  later  manuscripts,  but 
they  do  not  affect  the  message. 
Re^rent  biblical  scholarship  has 
largely  removed  these. 

'The  Bible  is  not  a  textbook  in 
history,  the  sciences,  philosophy, 
psychology,  for  example.  But  where  it 
speaks  on  these  subjects  it  speaks 
truth. 

For  instance,  when  both  theology 
and  science  are  [Mxiperly  interpreted, 
there  is  no  conflict.  I  have  lived  long 
enough  to  see  once-disputed  passages 
verified  by  the  findings  of  science, 
especially  archaeology.  Where  pro¬ 
blems  still  exist,  I  am  convinced  that 
they  are  due  to  lack  of  information  or 
of  our  understanding.  I  am  willing  to 
wait  —  and  believe. 

Jesus  prayed  that  the  Father  would 
“sanctify”  (dedicate,  set  apart  for 
God’s  service)  his  apostles  “through 
faith”  [Greek  text]:  “thy  word  is 
truth.”  You  do  not  need  to  discard  your 
intellectual  honesty  when  ybii  read 
and  study  the  Bible  or  hear  it  preach¬ 
ed.  For  it  is  (jod’s  authoritative,  iner¬ 
rant  word. 

Herschel  H.  Hobbs  is  pastor 
emeritus.  First  Church,  Oklahoma 
City. 


istence  in  others.” 

.  The  Peace  Committee  report 
primarily  addressed  the  divergent 
views  and  beliefs  of  employees  of  our 
seminaries.  When  there  are  differing 
views  between  a  seminary  professor 
and  a  large  number  of  Baptists  who 
support  him  through  the  Cooperative 
Pi^ram,  the  only  question  is  who 
shall  impose  whose  beliefs  on  whom? 


Who  calls  the  tune,  the  piper  or  those 
who  pay  the  piper?  Liberty  of  cons¬ 
cience  only  protects  the  conscience  of 
the  individual,  not  his  actions  in  im¬ 
posing  his  beliefs  on  the  consciences 
of  his  students,  contrary  to  the.cons- 
ciences  of  those  who  pay  his  salary. 

'Two  examples  illustrate  the  point, 
one  almost  from  our  denominational 
(Continued  on  page  5) 
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1st  missionary  made 
to  leave  Indonesia 


The  Second  Front  Page 


By  Marty  CroU 

JAKARTA,  Indonesia  (BP)  —  The  sions  for  four  theological  educators 
first  in  a  string  of  Southern  Baptist  and  their  families.  These  missionaries 
missionaries  expected  to  be  required  are  in  positions  that  will  be  taken  over 
to  leave  Indonesia  because  of  new  visa  in  a  few  years  by  Indonesian  Baptists 
restrictions  flew  to  the  Philippines  in  now  studying  in  the  United  States, 
early  April.  She  will  work  there  for  Many  missionaries,  told  they  will  be 
about  a  month  while  considering  op-  denied  visa  renewals  during  the  next 
tions  for  future  alignment.  couple  of  months,  have  begun  apply- 

Doris  Blattner,  54,  from  St.  Louis,-  ing  to  immigration  officials  in  their 
left  Indonesia  after  the  internal  areas  for  three-month  temporary  ex¬ 
security  section  of  the  country’s  tensions.  The  family  of  Gerald 
Religion  Department  would  not  siq)^y  Pinkston,  an  English-language  pastor 
a  letter  necessary  fw  her  to  live  tb^  in  Jakarta  from  Levelland,  Texas, 
Because  of  the  government  policy,  received  such  an  extension  and  was 
about  half  of  Southern  Baptists’  force  allowed  to  stay  past  a  Feb.  24  visa  ex- 
of  some  95  missionaries  may  have  to  piration  until  scheduled  furlough  in 
leave  the  country  during  the  next  May. 

year.  For  several  missionaries,  an  extra 

As  with  other  Christian  mis-  three  months  would  afford  time  to 
sionaries  whose  ability  to  stay  hinges  pack,  wind  down  their  work  and  at- 
on  annual  approval  through  the  coun-  tend  the  mission’s  annual  meeting  this 
try’s  Religion  Department,  Blattner  summer.  But  local  immigration  of- 
was  notified  more  than  a  year  ago  fices  can  deny  such  a  request  if  they 
that  she  would  be  denied  ,  visa  ap-  choose,  as  they  did  with  Blattner. 
proval  the  next  time  she  applied.  Indonesian  Baptists  are  just  past 
Meanwhile,  the  government  has  in-  the  midpoint  of  a  campaign  to  start 
dicated  it  will  consider  visa  exten-  (Continued  on  page  7) 
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National  Baptists  will 
take  over  seminary 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board's  Executive  Committee  last 
week  approved  a  plan  to  turn  over  the 
entire  work  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Seminary  to  National  Baptist 
trustees. 

The  seminary,  which  operates  a 
central  campus  in  Jackson  and  23  ex¬ 
tension  centers  around  the  state,  has 
been  since  its  inception  in  1944,  a 
center  of  theological  education  for 
black  ministers  and  laymen. 

Southern  Baptists  in  the  state  have 
aided  in  its  funding  and  have  jointly  elect.  Current  president  Brogan  will  central  campus  and  at  the  extension 
operated  it  with  National  Baptists,  return  to  the  convention  board  staff  centers.  Brogan  reported  that  from 
The  seminary  has  had  two  black  next  January  as  a  consultant  in  the  1977-86.  a  total  of  883  persons  receiv- 
presidents  and  three  white  ones,  with  Cooperative  Missions  Department  ed  either  certificate,  diplomas,  or 
Richard  Brogan,  who  is  white,  cur-  dealing  with  black  church  work,  degrees  from  the  seminary.  New 
rently  serving.  metro  missions,  and  seminary  Orleans  Seminary  operates  an  exten- 


Brogan 


Johnson 


Honduras  violence  takei 

off  streets 


missionaries 


Trustees  vote  to  sell  ACTS  network 


By  A1  Shackleford  reaching  the  nation  with  the  gospel  telecasting  programs  produced  and  since  it  was  launched  during  the  1984  meeting  April  12.  In  addition  to  ap- 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  and  must  continue  to  function  effec-  placed  by  the  RTVC.  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Bap-  pro^ng  in  principle  the  transfer  of 

Trustees  of  the  Southern  Baptist  tively.  For  that  reason,  I  believe  it  is  The  initial  $10  million  payment  will  tist  Convention.  When  the  Exwutive  ACTS  to  Friends  o^CTC.  tlw  motion 

Radio  and  Television  Commission  vital  that  the  network  be  managed  by  be  used  by  the  commission  to  pay  off  Committee  approved  the  application  as  passed  requited  “ttot  full  com- 

have  voted  to  transfer  (^)eration  of  the  someone  who  thoroughly  understands  a  loan  which  was  made  to  it  by  a  for  the  $10  million  loan  with  a  10-yey  municaUon  to  the  Southern  Baptist 

ACTS  television  network  to  a  new  its  purpose  and  operation.”  California  bank  in  1986.  Trustees  were  payback,  it  was  pointed  out  ACTS  Convention  Ewcutiw  Committee  and 

Tfexas  for-profit  corporation.  Friends  Under  the  provisions  of  the  told  the  current  balance  of  that  loan  “had  been  confronted  with  large  ex-  all  interested  publics  within  the 

of  ACTS  Inc.  memorandum  of  agreement,  at  clos-  is  $8,901,502.  penditures”  to  start  the  network.  Southern  ^ptist  Convention  be  con- 

At  their  regular  meeting  April  12.  ing  on  or  before  Sept.  15,  the  RTVC  Under  the  proposal.  Friends  of  At  that  tiine,  it  also  was  noted  ACTS  ducted  wi^  candor  and  Mnsitivity 

commission  trustees  approved  in  would  receive  $10  million  for  equip-  ACTS  would  conduct  a  private  stock  would  “require  long-term,  ongoing  ex-  During  discussion  ^the  proposal, 

principle  a  memorandum  of  agree-  ment,  program  films  and  videotapes,  placement  to  raise  funds  to  affect  the  penses  beyond  those  which  can  be  tnBt^  >wre  assured  Fne^  m 

ment  for  the  sale  and  authorized  their  licenses,  satellite  contracts  and  pro-  transfer.  supported  by  the  Cooperative  Pro-  ACIS  mil  honor  contract^hich  tr» 

executive  committee  to  negotiate  the  perty  on  which  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  “When  the  funds  are  raised,”  Allen  gram  allocation.”  .  n  ^  . .  . 

definitive  agreement,  with  final  ap-  satellite  uplink  is  located  and  $1  said,  “the  Radio-TV  Commission  will  In  addition  to  large  cwts  to  keep  the  These  contracts  allow  to  local  brords 

proval  by  the  full  trustee  board.  million  for  production  of  programs  for  be  able  to  return  to  its  principle  task  network  operating,  ACTS  has  not  been  to  use  the  network  to  air  up  toffi  hmirs 

Jimmy  R.  Allen,  president  of  the  ACTS.  In  addition  the  RTVC  wiU  of  producing  radio  and  television  pro-  successful  in  various  fund-raising  ef-  of  programming  per  week  This  tinie 

commission  since  1960,  told  trustees  receive:  grams  to  assist  local  churches  in  forts.  At  one  point.  Executive  Com-  will  not  be  cwnted  a^inst  theK 

he  will  resign  his  position  and  manage  -  A  $23  million  note,  payable  at  $2  bringing  people  to  God  through  mittee  members  were  told  ACTS  had  hours  ^r  week  th^ fiends  of  ACTS 

ACTS  for  the  new  corporation  “if  this  million  aruiually  plus  interest,  for  use  (Christ.”  spent  $600,000  more  on  fund-raising  ef-  will  allot  to  the  RTVC. 

transfer  is  accomplished  and  if  I  am  in  production  of  programs  for  ACTS  Allen  said  he  hopes  the  final  agree  forts  than  had  been  raised.  Allen  told  trusty  the  ACTS  net- 

asked.”  -  —  A  3  percent  override  of  Friends  ment  and  an  appraisal  of  the  value  of  Trustees  spent  nearly  six  hours  work  had  reached  a  plateau  in  its 

In  a  statement  to  the  trustees,  Allen  of  ACTS  “gross  receipts"  for  30  years.  ACTS  and  the  equipment  involved  will  April  11  discussing  the  proposal  in  an  growth  due  to  the  current  climate  in 

said:  “I  am  convinced  that  ACTS  is  -  Five  hours  per  day  of  air  time  on  all  be  completed  by  mid-May.  informal  “workshop”  session  and  then  the  cable  industry.  The  major  cable 

the  key  to  assisting  the  churches  in  ACTS  without  charge  for  30  years  for  ACTS  has  struggled  financially  approved  it  unanimously  during  their  (Continued  on  page  5) 
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Southern  trustees  add  Floridians  bumpc  or 
conservative  prof  ^acceptable^  nominees 
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By  Greg  Warner  and  Jack  Brymer 

JACKSONVILLE  Fla  (BP)  —  One  a  totally  new  group  of  nominees.  dale  lumber  company,  did  not  re- 
Florida  member  of  the  Southern  Bap-  “Although  we  talked  and  prayed  by  spond  to  repeated  r^uests  by  tl^ 
tist  Convention  Committee  on  telephone  (March  16)  and  met  during  Wit.^  to  disci^  the  wn^itl^s 
Nominatiwis  abandoned  a  “iM^yerful  the  committre  meeting  in  NashviUe, 
agreement”  to  nominate  four  Flori-  he  was  unwilling  to  work  toward  a 
dians  to  SBC  trustee  posts  in  favor  of  jdnt  group  of  nomine^  froii^FlOTda. 
four  nominees  approved  by  conser-  \ . 
vative  leaders,  his  colleague  has  we 
reported.  nominations.” 

After  agreeing  in  January  to  a  slate  Arriving  for  the  second  day  of  the 


work  or  to  explain  why  the  first 
nominees  were  unacceptable. 

_  Hawkins,  a  trustee  of  the  Swthern 

I  pra^rfi^y  honored  the  agreement  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  and  a 
had  originally  made  of  Florida  leader  in  the  effort  to  move  the 

denomination  in  a  more  conservative 
direction,  also  did  not  respond  to 

of  Floridians  to  serve  as  new  SBC  committee’s  meeting,  Ponder  asked  telephone  calls. 

— .  Committee  Chairman  Knott  would 

not  comment  on  reports  he  and  Whid- 


controversy.  governing  theidogical  statement  The 

The  actions  were  hailed  by  dissertation  ‘Tiolds  that  one  can  be 
seminary  President  Roy  L.  Honeycutt  saved  without  knowing  of,  or  believ- 
as  evidence  of  new  spirit”  reflec-  ing  in,  Jesus  C3i™t,”  he  said. 

the  trustees’  su{^)ort  of  the  Coppenger  said  Marshall-Green’s 
seminary’s  efforts  to  be  *^0  ag^t  of  views  are  in  conflict  with  the 
reconciliation”  in  the  troubled  abstract’s  section  dealing  with  Uie 
/ionnipinniinn  “total  depravity  of  maiddind.”  He  hdd 

In  the  final  session  of  their  Aixril  trustees,  “My  position  is  that  her 
U-13  annual  meeting  on  the  seminary  understanding  of  the  Bible  does  not  ^ 
campus  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  trustees  square  with  this  document  (the 
voted  unanimously  to  add  David  S.  abstract).”  Triistees  “must  insist” 
Oodury,  {xofessor  of  tbedi^  and  that  faculty  members  “affirm  the 
New  Destament  at  Criswell  Cdlege  in  clearmeaningoftheAbstractofPriD- 
Dallas,  to  a  positioa  as  assistant  pro-  ciples  propositionally  as  true,”  he 
fessor  of  New  Ihstament.  Dockery  added. 

was  awEutied  a  cwitract  without  James  Monroe,  retired  Flcnida 
tenure,  effective  with  the  ounpletion  pastor  and  chairman  of  the  trustees’ 
of  his  ckictoral  studies.  academic  personnel  committee,  read 

AskedtO|Mxmdebad(groundanthe  a  written  response  from  Marshall- 
search  process,  Honeycutt  told  Green  to  each  <rf  the  eight  criticisms 
trustees  he  had  given  the  faculty  voiced  by  Michael.  He  also  read  a 
search  committee unprecedented  brirf  statement  <rf  student  sui^mmI 


trustees,  (tone  Whiddon  of  Fort  the  group  to  replace  Whiddon’s  four 
Lauderdale  broke  his  agreement  with  -  alternate  nominees  with  four  from  the 
Jacksonville  evangelist  James  agreed  list.  The  committee  replaced  don  discussed  Whiddon’s  plan  to  offer 
Ponder,  the  other  Floridian  on  the  one.  a  substitute  slate  of  Florii^ns.  1 11 

committee,  and  offered  an  alternate  Ponder  refused  to  name  the  Florid  let  him  talk  to  you  about  that,  said 
slate  to  the  committee  when  it  met  in  dians  nominated,  but  Whiddon  listed  Knott,  who  formerly  served  in  the 
Nashville  March  17-18.  “  them  as  recipients  of  carbon  cc^ies  of  U.S.  Attorney’s  office  in  Raleigh  with 

Whiddon  did  not  consult  Ponder,  the  statement  he  sent  to  the  Witness,  two  other  conservative  leaders  — 
who  arrived  late  for  the  meeting  after  Their  identities  were  confirmed  Samuel  Currin,  chairman  of  the 
finishing  a  revival  in  (Columbus,  Ga.,  from  committee  members  outside  Public  Affairs  Committee,  and 
Ponder  said.  Florida.  William  Delahoyde,  a  trustee  at 

According  to  several  committee  Whiddon  replaced  the  original  Southeastern  Seminary, 
members,  Whiddon  told  the  commit-  nomination  of  Chiefland  lawyer  Whiddon’s  last-minute  maneuver 
tee  the  first  slate  was  not  acceptable  Luther  Beauchamp  to  the  Southern  was  one  <rf  several  committee  actions 
to  his  pastor,  O  S.  Hawkins  of  First  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  with  that  brought  protests  from  some 
Church,  Fort  Lauderdale.  Danny  Strickland,  pastor  of  Parkway  members.  Sever^  told  the  Witness 

Among  people  deemed  unaccep-  Church,  Orlando.  SBC  politics  dominated  many  of  the 

table  was  outgoing  state  convention  The  nomination  <rf  former  state  Sen.  committee’s  decisions  during  the 
President  Bill  Coffman,  who  was  Eki  Price  of  Bradenton  to  the  Southern  March  meeting,  when  more  than  200 
replaced  as  a  trustee  nominee  of  Seminary  board  was  replaced  with  Southern  Baptists  were  approved  as 
Southwestern  Seminary  by  another  Jim  Ballard,  a  retired  engineer  in  nominees  to  denominational  service, 
former  president.  Max  Cadenhead  of  First  Church,  Merritt  Island.  All  niMninations  miet  be  approved  by 

Naples.  WhidckMi’s  substitute  nomination  <rf  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 


of  diBOisskNi,  the  vote  on  tenure  for  tensive  and  thorough  interview  ever 
theology  Professor  Molly  Marshall-  held  with  a  faculty  member  r^arding 


th^  willingness  to  “readi  out  in  both  Monroe  said  Marshall-Green,  in  her 
direcUons.”  Marshall-Green,  38,  Is  the  dissertation,  “yealt  in  a  scholarly  way 
first  female  professor  of  theology  to  with  the  troiAleaome  question”  about 
be  avrarded  tenure  in  any  of  the  the  fate  of  people  who  have  never 
Southern  Baptist  Ckmvention’S  six  heard  the  CSiristian  gospel.  “It  is  our 
seminaries.  conviction  that  though  Dr.  Marshall- 

The  vote  also  reflected  a  turn-  Green  interprets  some  Scriptures  in 
around  in  support  for  the  recom-  a  way  that  might  be  different  from 
mendation.  many  of  us,  that  she  has  a  very  high 

Before  the  final  session  began,  view  ot  inspiration  ot  scnpiure,  cnai 
sev«al  conservative  trustees  had  said  she  has  a  very  high  view  of  the  lord- 
at  least  19  board  members  planned  to  ship  of  Jesus,  and  believes  without 
vote  against  the  recommendation,  question  that  salvation  comes  only 
With  two-thirds  approval  required,  on-  throu^  an  expression  of  faith  in  him,” 
ly  17  votes  were  needed  to  defeat  it.  he  said. 

During  debate,  however,  several  Georgia  pastor  Jerry  Mahan  said 
trustees  said  they  had  changed  their  Marshall-Green  had  “satisfied  me  on 
minds  from  the  previous  day,  while  every  question”  during  the  commit- 
others  said  just  before  the  vote  they  tee’s  interview.  Noting,  ‘T  am  an  in- 
were  still  uncertain  about  how  to  vote,  errantist’s  inerrantist,”  he  said  it 
For  several  years  some  critics  have  “would  be  a  tragedy  to  deny  her 
charged  Marshall-Green  with  espous-  tenure  based  on  what  I  fear  is  our 
ing  “universalism,”  a  doctrine  that  all  misunderstanding  of  a  thesis  she 
people  come  under  God’s  grace  and  wrote  five  years  ago.” 
will  receive  salvation.  The  criticism  Echoing  a  concern  voiced  by 
stemmed  from  Marshall-Green’s  1963  several  trustees,  Tennessee  pastor 
doctoral  dissertation  at  Southern  Wayne  Allen  said  he  felt  uncertain 
Seminary.  '  Continued  on  page  5) 
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Meridian  pastor 
resigns,  to  retire 


Thursday.  April  21,  1988 

Sarah  A.  Rouse, 
former  MC 
professor,  dies 

Sarah  Allman  Rouse  died  March  27, 
1968,  at  Winston  County  Hospital, 
Louisville.  Services  were  held  at  10:30 
a.m.,  March  29,  at  Nowell  Funeral 
Home  with  burial  in  Memorial  Park 
Cemetery.  She  was  a  member  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Louisville. 

Mrs.  Rouse  retired  in  1978  from  the 
faculty  of  Mississippi  College  She  was 
the  widow  of  Irving  E.  Rouse,  a  Bap¬ 
tist  minister  and  former  president  of 
the  college  that  is  now  William  Carey. 
Survivors  include  a  sister,  Arthurine 
Allman,  and  a  brother,  Fred  Allman, 
both  of  Louisville;  a  niece;  and  three 
nephews. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs. 
Rouse  moved  in  1959  from  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  to  Ginton,  to  become  dean  of 
women  and  associate  professor  of 
English  at  Mississippi  College.  In  1967 
she  was  made  professor  of  English 
and  elected  as  head  of  the  English 
Department  and  chairman  of  the 
Division  of  Humanities  at  MC. 

She  had  earned  a  B.A.  degree  from 
William  Carey  and  both  master’s  and 
PH.D.  degrees  from  Florida  State 
University.  Both  William  Carey  and 
Mississippi  College  gave  her  honorary 
doctoral  degrees.  She  had  also  taught 
at  William  Carey  and  at  Hazard  Bap¬ 
tist  College  in  Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Rouse  was  the  first  woman 
ever  to  serve  on  the  Order  of  Business 
Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention.  She  served  as  president 
of  Mississippi  Women’s  Cabinet  of 
Public  Affairs,  president  of  the 
Southern  Literacy  Festival,  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  Division  of 
American  Association  of  University 
Women. 

Mrs.  Rouse  wrote  the  chapter  on 
Mississippi  writers  in  a  history  of 
Mississippi  edited  by  the  late  R.  A. 
McLemore,  former  president  of 
Mississippi  College. 


W.  Otis  Seal,  pastor  of  Calvary  Seal  has  preached  for  revivals  in  11 
Church,  Meridian,  for  31  years,  an-  states  and  several  countries.  In  India 
nounced  to  his  congregation  on  April  he  preached  to  crowds  as  large  as 

■  3  that  he  plans  to  35,000,  with  more  than  2,000  profes- 
retire,  effective  sions  of  faith  recorded.  As  a  writer,  he 
August  1  of  this  has  contributed  articles  to  Baptist 
year,  and  submit-  Sunday  School  Board  publications  and 
ted  his  resignation. 


has  written  two  books,  one  a  history 
Seal,  a  native  of  of  his  home  church,  103  Years  of  Trial 
.  Pearl  River  Coun-  and  Triumph,  and  a  book  of  sermons, 
ty,  has  completed  This  Is  the  Work  of  God. 

43  years  in  .the  He  set  up  a  ministerial  library  to 
ministry.  Before  aid  young  preachers  at  William  Carey 
Seal  going  to  Meridian,  College  in  sermon  preparation.  Also 
he  was  pastor  of  First  Church,  Itta  he  established  a  scholarship  fund  for 
Bena,  for  six  years.  In  earlier  years  preachers  students  at  Carey, 
he  had  been  education  director  at  At  Calvary,  his  leadership  was 
First  Church,  Picayune,  and  then  at  responsible  for  the  establishment  of 
First,  Columbus.  Calvary  Christian  School  which  has 

A  graduate  of  Mississippi  State  operated  since  1964,  and  has  Grades 
University,  he  studied  at  1-8.  Also  the  church  operates  a 
Southwestern  Seminary  and  at  New  kindergarten  for  ages  4  and  5,  plus  a 
Orleans  Seminary.  William  Carey  day  care  center. 

College  conferred  on  him  an  honorary  Diuing  Seal’s  pastorate.  Calvary 

doctor  of  divinity  degree.  During  has  changed  locations  from  41st 
World  War  II,  he  served  three  years  Avenue  and  Paulding  to  Eighth  Street 
overseas  in  Africa  and  Italy.  and  changed  its  name  from  Forty- 

He  and  Mrs.  Seal,  the  former  Jac-  First  Avenue  to  Calvary, 
que  Edwards,  have  two  children.  Seal’s  hobby  of  riding  and  raising 
Alton  Otis  Seal,  a  doctor  of  veterinary  good  horses  was  inherited  from  his 
medicine,  and  Mrs.  Ann  Seal  parents,  grandparents,  and  great-  companies  prefer  not  to  use  a  network 
Schroeder,  elementary  school  prin-  grandparents.  The  hobby  grew  into  a  channel  owned  by  a  single  denomina- 
cipal  at  Garkdale  Attendance  Center,  business  of  raising  registered  tion,  he  said. 

Uuderdale  County.  Representatives  of  Friends  of  ACTS 

Some  positions  in  which  he  has  taller  and  performan^  hor^  which  ^ 

served  Mississippi  Batiste  are  as  have  won  in  some  of  the  laigest  and  n,uiti.<,^nominational  representation 
president  of  the  State  Training  Union  m<»t  prest^ous  shows  in  Amenca,  committed  to  operaUng 

ConventiOT;  president  and  pastor  ad-  and  have  pi^uced  many  champio^.  ^ 

visor  of  the  state  Religious  Edi^ation  n  this  side-line  busmess  adver- 
Association;  member  of  the  ‘^ents  tave  ^rri^  ^e  l^o: 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  When  you  take  God  into  your  plaiK,  ^  organization  has  con- 

and  its  Executive  Committee;  you  better  make  your  plans  mighty  .parted  for  a  tr^nonder  on  Galaxv 
member  of  the  Board  of  Ministerial  big.”  Seal  statesttat  this  business  has  satellite,  and  ACTS  will  becin 
Education;  and  on  convention  com-  ‘‘years  of  the  great^t  o^  J”  n^sat^lite^ 

mittees  such  as  the  state  evangelism  pi^unity  to  witness  for  our  Lord  and 
committee,  the  Committee  on  Order  His  Christ.”  Raising  horses  is  what  he 
of  Business,  the  Committee  on  Com-  said  he  plans  to  do  in  his  retirement 
mittees,  and  the  Pioneer  Missions  years,  “as  health  and  strength  per- 
Committee.  mit 


Secretaries  install  officers 


Officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Secretaries  Association  were  installed  at 
Camp  Garaywa,  April  11.  Pictured,  from  left,  are  Betty  Anne  Bailey,  Jackson,  presi¬ 
dent;  Tinie  Slade,  Bayou  View  Church,  Gulfport,  first  vice  president;  Fae  Ross. 
Yalobusha  Association,  Oakland,  second  vice  president;  and  Sarah  Majure,  Green¬ 
field  Church,  Greenville, 'secretary4reasurer. 


Trustees  vote  to  sell  ACTS 


Floridians  are  bumped 


confessional  people 


ACTS 


By  referring  to  a  nominee’s  belief 
in  inerrancy  or  “the  cause’’  begun  in 
the  denomination  in  1979,  committee 
members  were  almost  assured  of  a 
favorable  vote  for  a  nominee.  Towers 
said. 

The  one  exception,  as  Towers 
recalled,  was  the  election  of  Daniels 
of  Winter  Haven  to  the  Radio  and 
Television  Commission  over  Whid- 
don’s  nomination  of  Adams.  “That’s 
the  only  one  I  can  remember  where 
the  committee  voted  any  exception  to 
the  fundamentalist  perspective,”  he 
said 

Warner  and  Brymer  are  associate 
editor  and  editor,  respectively,  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  Witness. 


(Continued  from  page  2)  long  as  he  is  subsidized  by  those  who  a  handful  of  members  then  offered 

beginning  and  one  more  recently,  hold  differing  views.  He  left  rather  alternate  nominees  for  positions  in 
Reci^nizing  that  his  views  on  the  in-  than  be  transferred  from  his  mission  states  other  than  their  own,  in  what 
spiration  of  scripture  tad  changed  post  to  the  home  office.  several  committee  sources  described 

over  his  10-year  tenure  at  Southern  Liberty  of  conscience  does  not  and  as  an  “orchestrated”  effort  to  elect 
Theological  Seminary,  and  being  call-  never  has  entailed  the  right  to  be  trustees  committed  to  the  conser- 
ed  on  by  President  Boyce  to  teach  ac-  employed  and  paid  either  by  a  local  vative  agenda  in  the  denomination, 
cording  to  the  abstract  of  Principles  church  or  by  any  Baptist  institution.  Most  of  the  challenges  were 
which  he  signed  and  to  teach  without  A  pastor  must  teach  views  acceptable  approved. 

referring  to  his  theories  of  higher  by  a  majority  of  the  congregation  or  Towers,  pastor  of  Crossroads 
criticism,  Crawford  Tby  offered  his  he  stands  to  be  replaced.  The  exercise  church,  San  Antonio,  told  the  Witness 
resignation  in  1879.  Presumably  he  of  liberty  of  conscience  always  has  about  80  percent  of  the  committee 
hoped  it  would  not  be  accepted  and  and  always  will  be  accompanied  by  voted  to  accept  the  alternate 
the  trustees  would  allow  a  deviation  bearing  the  responsibility  and  ac-  nominees  in  “almost  an  automatic 
from  the  seminary’s  Abstract  of  Pnn-  countability  for  ones  actions.  gf  response.  There  were  very  few 

ciples  to  allow  him  to  teach  his  Carl  D.  Ford  is  an  atrorney  in  members  that  evidenced  any  kind  of 
modern  views,  which  were  compati-  Laurel.  independent  thinking.” 

ble  with  Darwinism.  His  resignation 
was  accepted  with  only  two  dissenting  rj  .i 

votes  by  the  trustees.  oOUtnCm  tmStCCS  ^  • 

It  has  been  reported  recently  in  the  ^  Tni  T1  T*  V  W 

Baptist  Press  that  a  missionary  to  the  (Continued  from  page  4)  j 

Jews  left  the  Home  Mission  Board  about  how  to  vote. 

because  of  his  belief  that  Jews  tad  no  “I  am  in  a  dilemma,”  he  said,  noting  ( Continued  from  page  3 ) 
need  of  Jesus  Christ  for  a  personal  Honeycutt  “has  given  outstanding  ed  around  transfer  of  operation  of  the 
Savior.  That  he  could  hold  and  prac-  leadership  toward  trying  to  listen  and  jointly-built  seminary  facilities  on 
lice  those  views  and  remain  a  Baptist  respond  and  be  fair  .  . .  and  he^  paid  Lynch  Street  in  Jackson  to  the  black 
as  long  as  a  local  church  called  him  a  great  price  for  this.  It’s  weighing  on  trustees,  making  it  a  totally  black  in- 
as  a  pastor  or  as  its  missionary,  there  me  that  maybe  some  of  us  need  to  pay  stitution.  The  18  member  Bi-racial 
is  no  doubt,  as  there  Is  no  doubt  that  a  price.  This  issue  goes  far  beyond  a  Commission  voted  the  recommenda- 
he  could  properly  be  terminated  as  professor  and  tenure.”  lions  which  were  also  approved  by  the 
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MBCB  Executive  Committee. 


Hams  net  on-air  fellowship  Sunday  afternoons 


By  Larry  Cox 

Baptists  are  known  for  meeting.  But  what 
about  a  Baptist  group  that  “meets”  every  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon,  yet  seldom  sees  each  other 
face-to-face? 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Ham’s  Fellowship  is 
such  a  group. 

They  “meet”  every  Sunday  afternoon  when 
“net  control”  (either  Charles  Thornton,  Crystal 
Springs,  or  Betty  Dobbs,  Philadelphia)  “calls 
the  roll,”  asking  for  check-ins  to  see  who  is 
listening  in. 

And  all  of  it  is  done  over-the-air,  via  amateur 
radio  sets. 

After  a  devotion  and  prayer  requests,  the 
“hams”  spend  time  in  prayer.  During  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  meeting  they  discuss 


fellowship  business,  mission  projects,  contacts 
with  missionaries,  equipment,  their  families, 
churches,  and  associations. 

According  to  Thornton,  who  ciurently  serves 
as  president,  the  fellowship  was  organized  in 
1961  and  has  an  active  membership  of  50. 

The  fellowship  was  bom  out  of  a  need  for  a 
communications  system  for  the  Mississippi 
I>isaster  Relief  Ibam.  The  fellowship  now  sta^ 
radio  personnel  when  the  disaster  relief  team 
is  called  out,  and  on  some  occasions,  has  pro¬ 
vided  the  only  contact  to  the  outside  world  from 
a  disaster  site. 

Gary  Keen,  an  industrial  engineer  from 
Philadelphia,  became  interested  in  ham  radio 
five  years  ago  through  his  pastor,  Eugene 


Dobbs.  Now  Keen,  his  wife.  Sue,  and  two 
children  are  all  licensed  radio  operators. 

Keen  relates  that  most  fellowship  members 
have  some  kind  of  radio  contact  with  foreign 
missionaries.  Some  foreign  countries  have  a 
three-party  agreement  allowing  a  member  of 
the  fellowship  to  talk  directly  to  a  missionary 
on  a  third-party’s  radio  in  the  country  where 
the  missionary  serves. 

Several  members  of  the  fellowship  spend 
free-time  “patching”  missionary  kids  in  the 
USA  with  their  parents  on  a  mission  field.  And 
many  missionaries  with  aging  or  ill  parents  in 
the  states  appreciate  weekly  radio  contact  with 
a  ham  in  the  USA  to  receive  up-to-date  reports 
on  the  condition  of  their  loved  ones. 


Mississii^i  Baptist  Ham’s  Fellowship  also 
helps  missionaries  to  purchase  radios  and 
parts,  and  to  obtain  licenses.  Ken  Bowie,  an 
agricultural  evangelist  in  Peru,  was  recently 
presented  a  ham  radio  by  the  fellowship. 

The  Mississippi  fellowship  is  part  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Fellowship  of  Baptists  in  (Communica¬ 
tions. 

The  national  communications  fellowship 
organized  in  late  1987.  Ham  radio  operators  are 
a  part  of  this  fellowship.  Its  purpose  is  to  involve 
communicators  in  world  missions  and  provide 
a  clearing  house  for  communication  skills  and 
technology. 

Other  states  that  have  amateur  radio 
fellowships  are  Alabama,  (California,  Ohio, 
Oklahoma,  and  Texas. 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  ali  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  buLthe  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 


ble  Society’s  Report  of  Denomina¬ 
tional  Support  for  1967.  Before  all  else, 
may  I  express  our  heartfelt  thanks  to 
you  and  all  the  people  ofHie  Southern 
Baptist  (Convention  for  your  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  worldwide  Bible  cause  in 
1967. 

You  will  see  from  the  report  that 
support  for  this  global  ministry  of 
scripture  translation  and  distribution 
comes  from  all  the  principal  (Christian 
denominations  in  America.  'This,  is 
due,  in  part,  to  the  impartial,  quality 
service  we  seek  tb  provide  the  chur¬ 
ches  in  this  country  and  their  overseas 
missions,  now  reaching  180  countries 
and  over  600  languages. 

You  will  note,  however,  that  there 
was  a  significant  decline  in  total 
denominational  support  to  the  work  of 
the  Society  during  1967 

This  is  a  sad  and  worrisome  fact 
since  it  has  occurred  at  a  time  when 
we  are  seeking  to  respond  to  a  grow¬ 
ing  global  demand  for  copies  of  (jod’s 
Word.  This  demand  is  coming  from 
churches  and  missions  with  which 
your  denomination  is  affiliated  and  is 
reflected  in  the  unprecedented  scrip¬ 
ture  distribution  totals  recorded  last 
year.  In  the  United  States,  the  ABS 
was  called  on  to  provide  116,155,119 
copies  of  scripture,  an  increase  of  15.6 
percent  over  1966.  And  through  the 
United  Bible  Societies,  the  ABS 
shared  in  the  distribution  of 
624,053,932  copies  of  God’s  Word 
worl^ide,  an  increase  of  4  percent 
over  the  previous  year. 

Please  be  assiued  of  our  deep 
gratitude  for  the  support  which  your 
church  has  provided  for  our  ministry 
during  1967.  As  mission  partners  with 
you  in  service  to  the  Word,  we  pray 
that  you  will  find  it  possible  to  in¬ 
crease  your  support  of  this  ministry 
in  1968. 

If  the  Society  can  provide  special 
assistance  to  the  work  and  witness  of 
your  churches  and  missions  this  year, 
please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  us. 


And,  again,  thank  you. 

Alice  E.  Ball 
(General  Secretary 
American  Bible  ^iety 

Southern  Baptists,  through  the  con¬ 
vention,  gave  1255,073  in  1*87  com¬ 
pared  with  $272,277  in  1986.  That  is  a 
decrease  of  $17,204.  In  total  gifts  the 
American  Bible  Society  received 
i  $1,750,435  in  1987  compared  with 
$1,844,407  in  1986.  That  is  a  decrease 
of  $93,972.  —  Editor 


Mark  of  Caligula 

Ekiitor: 

The  Southern  Baptist  Advocate 
newspaper  is  at  it  again.  TTieir  annual 
issue  h^  arrived  in  the  office  of  most 
Southern  Baptist  churches  (whether 
ordered  or  not).  TTie  purpose  of  this 
issue  is  to  set  the  tone  for  the  SBC  and 
to  inform  everyone  as  to  who  the 
“right”  man  is  for  the  presidency  of 
the  SBC.  It  is  indeed  ironic  that  ^ey 
cry  out  against  “trouble  makers”  on 
the  front  page,  and  yet  it  seems  that 
the  proposition  of  most  of  their  ar¬ 
ticles  is  to  cause  trouble.  They  know 
just  the  right  words  to  use  to  play  on 
people’s  fears  and  to  provoke  their 
anger. 

This  paper  is  indeed  an  advocate, 
but  not  for  Southern  Baptists.  Tliey 
are  the  advocate  of  their  own  ideology 
and  political  agenda.  They  operate  in 
violation  of  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of 
the  Peace  (kHnmittee’s  recommenda¬ 
tions  by  politicking  to  promote  their 
“man”  for  the  presidency  of  the  SBC 
and  seeking  to  discredit  anyone  they 
think  could  pose  a  threat  to  their 
success. 

I  hope  that  Southern  Baptist 
pastors,  staff,  and  laity  who  have  been 
exposed  to  the  Advocate  and  its  views 
can  see  through  their  smoke  screen  of 
concern  for  our  convention  and  can 
see  this  paper  for  what  it  is. 


Associational  officers  interpretation  meet  set 


Why  Las  Vegas 

Editor: 

At  a  tune  when  Christians  in 
general,  and  Gulf  (k>ast  Baptists  in 
particular,  are  being  assailed  from 
every  direction  by  proponents  of 
legalized  gambling  I  was  extremely 
distressed  to  learn  that  our  1969  con¬ 
vention  will  be  held  in  Las  Vegas  of  all 
places! 

How  can  we  justify  asking  our 
legislators  to  stand  up  against  the  cur¬ 
rent  effort  to  legalize  the  operation  of 
the  Europa  Star  in  the  gulf  when 
thousands  of  Baptist  dollars  will  be 
dumped  into  the  coffers  of  the 
hotel/casino  owners  in  Las  Vegas  next 
year  in  the  form  qf  hotel  room  rent 
and  who  knows  what  else? 

I  learned  of  the  choice  of  conven¬ 
tions  sites  today  from  a  non-Baptist 
who  said  that  it  looks  like  "you  Bap¬ 
tists”  are  talking  out  of  both  sides  of 
your  mouths.  I  as  much  as  called  him 
a  liar,  then,  after  calling  the  associa- 
tional  office  to  check  the  report,  had 
to  profusely  apologize  and  to  agree 
wi^  his  assessment. 

I  strongly  urge  you  to  take  an 
editorial  stand  against  the  site  of  the 
1969  Southern  Baptist  Convention  re¬ 
maining  Las  V'egas.  I  also  urge  your 
readers  to  actively  campaign  to  have 
this  location  changes  without  delay! 

Please  send  me  the  addresses  of 
Baptist  papers  serving  other  states  so 
that  I  can  write  to  their  editors  voic¬ 
ing  my  concern  on  this  subject. 
Jack  D.  Melton 
Ckiwan  Road  Baptist  Church 
Gulfport 

The  Southern  Baptist  Couventioa 
voted  in  1963  during  the  session  in 
Pittsburgh  to  have  the  1969  meeting  in 
Las  Vegas.  Since  then  there  have  been 
several  unsuccessful  attempts  at  con¬ 
ventions  to  change  the  location.  IVe 
now  have  contractnral  obligations 
with  the  meeting  hall  and  other  en¬ 
tities  in  the  city.  It  is  too  late  to 
change. 

The  statement  adopted  by  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  convention  was  ‘Hhe  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  recommends  that,  in  view 
of  the  imperative  to  penetrate  the  na¬ 
tion  with  the  claims  of  Christ,  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  set  the 


direction  of  Bold  Mission  Thrust  for 
the  last  decade  of  the  century  with  a 
strong  evangelistic  emphasis  in  con¬ 
nection  wHh  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  1989; 
and 

“The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  recom¬ 
mends  that  t^  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  select  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  as 
the  Convention  site  for  the  1969  annual 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  and  that  the  dates  be 
established  as  June  13-15,  1989.” 

The  idea  is  to  take  the  gospel  to  Las 
Vegas  and  to  Nevada,  and  the  Baptists 
out  there  are  looking  forward  to  the 
help  that  the  visitation  of  other  Bap¬ 
tists  will  bring  about. 

Those  Baptist  visitors,  however, 
need  to  pass  right  on  by  the  slot 
machines  lined  up  in  the  hotel  lobbies. 
If  gambling  activity  does  not  drop  off 
sharply  while  the  Baptists  are  there, 
the  effort  will  have  been  to  no  avail 
and  will  have  actually  harmed  the 
cause  for  which  they  will  have  been 
there. 

Nevada  Baptists  and  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  are  laying  plans  already 
for  evangelistic  efforts  during  the 
weeks  proceeding  the  convention. 

Surely  the  thousands  of  Southern 
Baptists  who  will  be  there,  hopefully 
many  of  them  to  participate  in  revival 
efforts  before  the  convention,  will  be 
going  to  combat  the  evils  of  gambling 
and  not  take  part  in  them.  —  Editor 

Distribution  of  scripture 

Editor; 

I  am  happy  to  enclose  for  your  in¬ 
formation  a  copy  of  the  American  Bi- 


ITie  annual  Associational  Officers 
Interpretation  Meeting  is  scheduled 
for  May  17,  and  at  Alta  Woods  (Thurch, 
Jackson.  'The  meeting  will  begin  at 
9;30  a.m.  and  dismiss  at  3  p.m. 

\ 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  in¬ 
terpret  suggested  1988-89  church 
associational  programs  and  to  equip 
the  associational  leader  to  plan  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  associational  work;  and  to 


equip  the  associational  leader  to  con¬ 
duct  an  interpretation  meeting  for 
church  councils  in  his  association. 

The  following  persons  are  invited 
from  each  association  to  attend  the 
meeting;  directors  of  missions, 
moderators,  associational  Sunday 
School  directors,  associational  Church 
Training  directors,  associational 
(hurch  Music  directors,  associational 
Brotherhood  directors,  assbciational 


missions  development  directors, 
associational  stewardship  directors, 
associational  evangelism  directors, 
associational  pastoral  ministries 
directors,  associational  family 
ministries  directors,  associational 
church  media  library  directors,  and 
associational^  Christian  Action 
chairmen.  ' 

Separate  conferences  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  each  of  these  positions.  Since 


Their  goal  is  not  peace  but  to  divide 
us  even  further  by  fueling  the  fires  of 
conflict  and  distrust.  The  information 
that  they  disseminate  sends  people  to 
the  convention  filled  with  anxiety, 
fear,  and  ready  for  a  fight.  We  ought 
to  be  able  to  go  to  the  convention  con¬ 
fident,  relaxed,  and  ready  for 
fellowship  with  all  Southern  Baptists. 

Playwiight  Eugene  O’Neill,  spoke  of 
“the  mark  of  Ckiligula”  as  being  a  tac¬ 
tic  used  to  control  people  by  keeping 
them  in  fear.  In  his  play,  Lazarus 
Laughed,  he  said  that  Emperor 
Caligula  hated  Lazarus  because  he 
had  takep  away  the  fear  of  death.  I 
would  hope  that  the  mark  of  Caligula 
that  is  upon  our  convention  could  be 
removed  and  we  could  all  develop 
relationships  based  on  trust. 

Bert  Breland  ^ 
Greenwood 

Sern^ons  for  book 

Editor: 

For  anyone  who  wants  to  broaden 
his  ministry,  here  is  a  great  opportimi- 
ty.  I  am  seeking  pastors  who  wish  to 
submit  a  manuscript  for  publication 
in  my  new  book.  To  the  Family  and 
Friends.  The  book  will  consist  of 
funeral  sermons  given  in  the  heat  of 
the  battle  against  sorrow.  These 
should  not  be  prepared  sermons  for  a 
book  but  actual  messages  delivered 
during  recent  funeral  services.  They 
may  be  of  any  type,  specific  or 
general.  Pastors  should  keep  in  mind 
that  the  length  should  be  no  less  than 
four  double  spaced  pages  and  no  mwe 
than  six. 

The  sermons  will  be  received 
through  May  from  any  Mississippi 
pastor  or  other  (Christian  worker.  All 
proceeds  from  the  book  to  be  publish¬ 
ed  will  go  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
CTiildren’s  Village  Sermons  should  be 
addressed  as  noted  below. 

Jerry  Mixon 
P.  O.  Box  408 
Winona,  MS  38967 


the  meeting  will  deal  with  the  1968-89 
church/associational  iMt)grams,  those 
persons  who  attend  should  be  the  ones 
who  will  be  serving  next  year.  Special 
recognition  will  be  given  to  the  assoc¬ 
iational  teams  which  are  100  percent 
in  attendance. 

Contact  the  program  director, 
(Tiester  Vaughn,  at' the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  for  further 
information. 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Peter  Rabbit  lives  next  to  the 
tree  house  at  First,  Greenville 

Peter  Rabbit  lives  under  the  rain-  Cornices  are  now  covered  in  blue 
bow  in  the  Children^  Media  Center  at  and  white  gingham,  and  blue  area 
First  Church,  Greenville!  rugs  brighten  the  floor. 

Several  years  ago,  due  to  space  pro-  FYank  Gaiietts,  Sr.  built  a  treebouse 

Uems,  the  children’s  books  were  mov-  for  the  room.  It  stands  on  10”  legs  and 
(Continued  from  page  3)  ^  church  library  to  the  has  a  floor  area  ot  about  2’  x  4’, 

500  new  churches  by  1990.  Without  children's  Sunday  School  Department,  gingham  curtains,  and  flower  bosces. 
Southern  Baptists,  missionaries  say  As  time  passed,  walls  needed  painting  On  the  wall  above  its  shingled  roof  is 
the  well-established  Indonesian  Bap-  and  shelves  became  crowded.  The  painted  a  large  tree  trunk  with  limbs, 
tist  convention  should  be  able  to  main-  lighting  was  inadequate  About  3,000  books  line  the  new  pine 

tain  existing  churches  and  institutions.  Under  leadership  of  Iris  Mitchell,  shelves  under  new  flourescent 

..1  1.  chairman  of  the  Church  Library  Com-  fixtures. 

Muslims  haw  a  growing 

prossuro  op  the  Indian  g^-  ubrary  diroctor,  plans  were  Elach  quarter  Becky  Wineman 

^  Islamic  na  ^  *  inade  to  redecorate  the  room.  Except  prepares  a  mediagraphy  of  resource 

wlidified  in  re^nt  yearn  a^^  for  electrical  work  and  ceiling  paint,  mat^  for  the  t^^  in  the 

ch»^reh  members  did  it  all.  ChUdren’s  Sunday  School  Depart- 

a  few  weeks  ago  the  country  sw^m  WiUiamson  painted  Peter  ment.  During  scheduled  visito  to  the 

a  new  cabinet,  placing  Mme  Chns-  murals,  U  Beatrix  Pbtter,"  media  center,  classes  hear  a  story  or 

tians  in  high  govemmen  ra  ^  three  walls.  Iris  Mitchell  created  see  a  filmstrip  related  to  that  day% 

Marty  Croll  writes  for  the  Foreign  a  rainbow  across  one  wall.  lesson  topic. 

Mission  Board. 


Missionary 
must  leave 
Indonesia 


Tharsday,  Aprfl  21.  HM 
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C^D^otion^^ 

Not  lucky 


By  Mary  Lee  Carraway 

"Does  he  not  see  my  ways  and  count  my  every  step?"  (Job  31:4). 

1  have  a  confession  to  make.  For  years  1  had  a  hang-up  about  the  word  Mess 

Like  many  others  I  was  quick  to  ask  God  to  bless  this  endeavor  or  that  one 
Yet  in  the  back  of  my  mind,  1  questioned  the  efficacy  of  this  invocation.  1  sup 
posed  that  God  understood,  but  to  me,  it  seemed  like  some 
generic  religious  expression  born  of  laziness. 

“We’ll  pray  you  home.”  our  friend  (^thy  promised  in 
January  1985,  as  my  husband,  my  son,  and  I  prepared  our 
exodus  from  Alaska.  We’ll  need  it,”  1  thought,  already 
dreading  the  900  miles  of  ocean  and  3,000  miles  of  mid¬ 
winter  driving  in  a  24-foot  U-Haul  affectionately  designed 
the  “Beastie” 

For  five  days  on  board  the  MV  Malasptna,  kre  churned 
southward  over  the  black  deepness  of  the  sea.  Suspended 
Carraway  m  the  very  midst  of  God’s  creation,  cradled  between  ocean 
and  mountain,  I  recalled  from  Job:  “But  these  are  only  hints  of  his  power, 
only  the  whispers  that  we  have  heard.”  ' 

As  we  left  Settle,  we  took  a  moment  for  prayer.  “Bless  us,”  we  prayed.  In 
the  Cascades  Mountains  of  Washington,  with  frightening  names  like  Man's 
Pass,  we  were  surrounded  by  an  abundance  of  winter  —  ice,  mist,  ghostly 
snow-clad  trees.  But  the  roads  were  bone  dry. 

“Amazing!”  I  exclaimed.  “Just  like  the  Red  Sea.” 

The  comparison  stayed  with  me  mile  after  mile,  through  Idaho,  Utah,  Wyom¬ 
ing,  Kansas.  With  all  the  world  around  us  dressed  in  God’s  frozen  breath,  not 
once  did  we  encounter  treacherous  highways,  drifting  snow,  impossible 
weather,  or  any  of  the  scarey  what-if’s  of  my  imagination. 

Ironically,  two  days  after  we  reached  my  brother’s  home,  a  paralyzing  storm 
descended,  trapping  us  in  a  refrigerated  world.  Protected  and  indolent  in  a 
warm  house,  1  finished  writing  in  my  journal. 

After  describing  the  beauty  of  the  trip,  relishing  its  safe  conclusion,  and 
noting  the  humor  of  coming  all  the  way  from  Alaska  to  an  ice-encased 
Mississippi,  I  wrote,  “I  am  convinced  that  God  led  us  every  step  of  the  way. 
We.  were  so  lucky.” 

Then  1  stopped.  Lucky?  No,  we  had  not  been  lucky.  We  had  been  blessed! 

Mary  Lee  Carraway  is  a  freelance  writer  and  a  member  of  F'irst  Church, 
Lucedale. 
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Missionary  news 


Terry  and  Kathy  Sharp,  former  Mississippians,  are  now  missionaries  in  Brazil, 
in  Santa  Catarina.  Before  being  appointed  to  Spain  in  1982,  they  served  on  staff  of 
First,  Hattiesburg.  After  medical  resignation  in  1983,  they  served  on  staff  of  First, 
McComb.  After  Kathy’s  health  improved,  they  were  re-appointed  in  1986.  (Their  ad¬ 
dress  in  Caixa  Postal  5133,  88X)41  Floriarropolis,  Santa  Catarina,  Brasil.)  He  is  state 
youth  consultant/evangelism  and  she  is  a  state  missions  leader  and  active  in  her 
local  church.  They  are  pictured  with  David  Gomes,  pastor  of  Church  of  Hope,  Rio, 
ar>d  his  wife  Haydee. 


Preaching-worship 
conferences  coming 


Steve  and  Ruth  Robertson, 
journeymen  to  Nigeria,  have  arrived 
on  the  field  to  begin  their  two-year 
term  trf  service  as  a  chaplain/disciple- 
ship  leader  and  a  teacher/nurse  (ad- 
dre^:  P.  O.  Box  635,  Jos,  Nigeria).  He 
was  born  in  San  Antonio,  'Texas.  The 
former  Ruth  Murphy,  she  was  bom  in 
Pontotoc,  Miss.  Before  they  were 
employed  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  in  February  1988,  he  was  a 
bookkeeper  at  MacArthur  Surgical 
Ginic  and  she  was  a  nurse  at  Rapides 


General  Hospital,  both  in  Alexandria, 
La. 

Scott  Valentine,  journeyman  to 
Japan,  has  arrived  on  the  field  to 
begin  his  two-year  term  of  service  as 
a  student  worker  in  the  Kyoto  Friend¬ 
ship  House  (address:  Superiohru  Ig- 
uchi  201, 35,  Rinkah-sho,  Kami  'Ihkano, 
Sakyo-ku,  Kyoto-shi  606,  Japan).  He 
is  a  native  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.  Before 
he  was  employed  by  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  in  February  1988,  he  was 
graduated  from  Mississippi  State 


Gene  Garrison,  Bill  Clausey,  and 
Graham  Smith  will  be  the  principal 
speakos  for  a  series  of  preaching  and 
worship  conferences  in  May. 

'The  three  meetings  will  take  place 
in  three  cities:  May  9  at  Swond 
CJhurch,  Greenville;  May  10  at  First 
Church,  Pontotoc;  arid  May  11  at  First 
CTiurch,  Laurel. 

These  meetings  are  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  training  for  worship  leaders  in 
working  together  effectively  in  plan¬ 
ning  and  conducting  congregational 
worship. 

Gene  Garrison  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Oklahoma  Gty.  Bill  Giusey 
is  pastor  of  Parkway  Church, 
Jackson.  And  Smith  is  director  of  the 
Church  Music  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  (Convention  Board. 

The  thiW  meetings  have  identical 
programs,  each  beginning  at  9  a.m., 
concluding  at  3:20  in  the  afternoon. 


Garrison  will  speak  on  “The  Cen¬ 
trality  of  Worship,”  “Finding  and  Fil¬ 
ing  Illustrations,”  and  “VSariety  in 
Biblical  Preaching.” 

Causey  will  speak  on  “The  Audaci¬ 
ty  of  Preaching,”  and  “How  to  Plan  fw 
and  Give  a  Good  Invitation.” 

Smith  will  speak  on  “Planning  for 
Worship,”  and  will  lead  an  individual 
conference  on  “Music  in  Worship.” 

Other  individual  conferences  will  be 
“The  Sermon:  From  Idea  to 
Delivery,”  by  (Causey;  and  “The  What 
and  How  of  Series  Preaching,”  led  by 
Garrison. 

Host  will  be  Julius  Thompson, 
director  of  the  Church 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
Department,  MBCB,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205.  Registration  by 
mail  to  the  above  address  is 
requested. 


Ballet  Magnificat 
to  perform  in  Jackson 


Media  library  officers  meet  to  plan 


Officers  of  the  state  church  media  library  organization  met  at  the  Baptist  Building 
April  12  to  finalize  plans  for  the  ITlh  annual  Church  Media  Library  ConfererKe  to 
be  held  at  First  Church,  Brookhaven,  Nov.  4-5  Left  to  right,  officers  are,  seated,  LeAnn 
Morton,  Greenville,  president;  and  Carolyn  Hulsey,  Kosciusko,  vice  president.  Left 
to  right,  standing,  are  Margaret  Perkins,  Columbus,  program  chairman;  Margaret  Keith, 
Jackson,  secretary-treasurer;  Juanita  Hight,  Louisville,  publicity  chairman;  arxl  Agatha 
Sandidge,  Brookhaven,  historian. 

Conference  leaders  already  confirmed  include  Jack  Lewis,  Barbara  Freese,  James 
Rose,  and  Jean  Adkinson,  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville;  Phyliss  Tadlock 
and  Kathy  Sytvest,  state  library  workers  in  Louisiana;  and  Janet  Jordan  and  Beulah 
Lewis,  First  Church,  Jackson. 

For  the  first  time  this  year,  early  bird  conferences  will  be  held.  They  will  be  Friday 
morning,  Nov.  4,  from  10  to  12,  for  any  who  wish  to  arrive  that  early.  The  confererKe 
officially  is  to  begin  at  1  on  Friday  and  end  at  12  on  Saturday,  Nov.  5  Chester  Swor 
will  be  the  banquet  speaker. 

names  in  the  news 


Ballet  Magnificat,  will  perform  on 
Sunday,  April  24  at  the  Leavell  Woods 
Methodist  Church.  Jackson.  The  per¬ 
formance,  sponsored  by  Leavell 
Woods  Metho^t  Giurch,  will  begin 
at  7  p.m.  and  will  feature  several  new 
woiite  from  the  company’s  reperttHie. 

Ballet  Magnificat  was  founded  in 
August  of  1986 1^  Kathy  Thibodeaux, 
principal  dancer  with  Ballet 
Mississippi  (formerly  the  Jackson 
Ballet)  for  ten  years.  Thibodeaux  was 
a  silver  medal  winner  at  the  II  USA 
International  Ballet  Competition  in 
1982.  In  1986  she  announced  her 
resignation  from  the  local  profes¬ 
sional  company  in  order  to  form  a 
company  which  could  utilize  the  ex¬ 
pressive  qualities  of  dance  to  share 
her  faith  in  Jesus  Guist.  In  the  first 
year  of  operation  the  company  has  ap¬ 
peared  in  more  than  100  perfor¬ 
mances  from  south  Florida  to 
Southern  California,  and  been  invited 
to  several  foreign  countries. 


F'irst,  Ixiuise:  May  1;  Morris  Jones, 
a  former  interim  pastor  will  speak  at 
11  a.m.;  dinner  will  be  served. 

Harmony  (Carroll):  homecoming, 
April  24;  10:30  a.m.;  revival,  April 
25-29;  7:30  p.m.;  Rick  McKay,  pastor. 
Valley  Hill,  evangelist;  Rick  Ralston, 
pastor. 

Bethesda,  Crawford:  Apr.  24; 
Wilson  Winstead,  former  pastor. 


The  program  to  be  presented  will 
include  two  new  works  and  one 
favorite  from  the  company’s  reper- 
toira  “In  Olebration  (A  Creation”  was 
recently  premiered  at  the  Municipal 
AuditfHium  in  Jackson.  Danced  to  the 
music  of  John  Michael  'Talbot,  it  is  not 
meant  to  be  an  historical  representa¬ 
tion  of  the  Creation,  but  rather  a 
celebration  fo  all  that  God  has 
created.  “The  Calling”  was  also 
premiered  recently.  It  has  broken  new 
ground  for  the  company  as 
choreography  is  done  both  to  musical 
acoHnpaniment  and  to  narration.  TTie 
program  will  also  include  “Sandi- 
Songs,”  one  oi  the  most  popular  worits 
in  the  repertoire,  with  music  by  con¬ 
temporary  Christian  singer  Sandi 
Patti.  It  includes  “We  Shall  Behold 
Him,”  which  Thibodeaux  performed 
at  the  International  Ballet  competi¬ 
tion  in  1982  and  which  was  seen  in  the 
television  documentary,  “lb  Dance 
For  Gold.” 

Admission  for  the  event  is  free. 


bringing  message  at  11;  lunch  at 
achurch;  singing  in  afternoon. 

Carmel.  .Monticello:  May  1;  N.  W. 
Carpenter,  former  pastor,  guest 
speaker;  lunch  served  followed  by  a 
singspiration  service  in  the  afternoon; 
The  Valley  (Christians  from  Old  Pearl 
Valley  Church,  Philadelphia  and  local 
talent  will  be  singing;  services  are  at 
11  a.m>  and  1:30  p.m.;  Sammy  J. 
McDonald,  pastor. 


Kreole  Ave.  Church,  .Moss  Point, 
has  awarded  Sunday  School  atten¬ 
dance  pins  to  the  following  members: 
Winnie  Neal,  35  years ;  Ruby  Jackson. 
15  years;  Cecil  George,  14  years; 
Wesley  George,  12  years;  Leslie 
George,  12  years;  Bertha  Moody,  2 
years;  and  Nell  Smith.  1  year. 

t 

Danny  Crowe,  formerly  pastor  ol 
West  Marks  Church,  is  president  of 
the  Pennsylvania-South  Jersey  Bap¬ 
tist  (Convention.  Since  1983  he  has  been 
pastor  of  Pittsburgh  Baptist  Church, 
the  oldest  Southern  Baptist  church  in 
the  state.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  Cdlege  and  Mid-America 
Seminary.  He  and  his  wife  Rebecca 
have  five  sons. 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Gary  (Cook,  a 
37-year-old  minister/educator,  was 
elected  president  of  Dallas  Baptist 
University  in  a  special  called  meeting 
of  the  trustees  at  the  school  April  6. 

Cook  was  the  unanimous  choice  of 
the  seven-member  search  committee 
who  considered  more  than  a  dozen 
people  for  the  job  and  was  elected  by 
a  unanimous  vote  of  the  trustees. 

Cook,  director  of  denominational 
relations  and  special  assistant  to  the 
president  of  Baylor  University  in 
Waca  Ibxas,  will  assume  the  DBU 
presidency  almost  immediately  and 
preside  over  graduation  exercises  this 
spring. 

He  succeeds  W.  Marvin  Watson  who 
resigned  last  October  after  serving  as 
president  since  1979. 


Homecomings 


Staff 

changes 


Jackie  Winters,  a  native  of  Natchez, 
has  been  called  to  Main  Street 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  as  minister  of 
childhood  educa¬ 
tion,  effective 
March  1.  Miss 
Winters  is  return¬ 
ing  to  the  state 
from  a  similar  po¬ 
sition  at  First 
Church,  'Tuscaloo¬ 
sa.  She  is  graduate 
of  Carey  College 
Winters  and  Southwestern 
Seminary.  Russell  Bush  is  pastor. 

Philip  Price  has  accepted  the  call 
of  Sylvarena  Church,  Raleigh,  as 
minister  of  music  and  youth,  effective 
March  20.  Price  is  a  graduate  of 
William  Carey  College,  and  present¬ 
ly  attends  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
where  he  is  a  music  majw.  He  former¬ 
ly  was  minister  of  music  of  First 
CSiurch,  Polkville.  Robert  Jackson  is 
pastor. 
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Baptistries 

HEATERa  PUMPS 
FACTORY  DIRECT 

TOtX  FREE  1-800-251-0679 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615-875-0679 
HBERGLASS  BAPnSTRY  CO 
S5I I  HIXSON raCE«CHAfTANOOGA.TN 37415 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pries,  binding  and  styla  to  matt  avary 
naad.  Quality  workmanship  guaranlaod. 
Writa  for  illuatratad  prica  foldar. 


"fntarnatfona/fy  known  spacia/iata" 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


(kmfuood  About  Life  Inouranco? 
Why  not  buy  tha  moat  Ufa  inauranca 
for  tha  laast  amount  of  naonay? 
Example:  Mala,  80,  non-amokar 

$100,000 

For  only  $32.56  par  mo. 

CaN  Don  Mahaffay 
9:30am  to  4:30pm  ET  MM.-Frt. 
Toll  Free  1-800^-6482 


CLASSIFIED 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller's  Country 
Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air 
conditioning,  pool,  88  Uckets,  lodg¬ 
ing.  and  meals,  ALL  for  $22  each! 
Call  501/253-8418  today! 


MALATESTA  FUNERAL  SER¬ 
VICE  —  Funeral  and  casket  — 
$1495.00.  We  serve  entire  state.  Call 
(601)  306-6565  or  write:  103  W. 
Northside  Dr,  Jackson,  MS  39206. 


WHAT  about  “THE  BAPTIST 
BRIDE”  tradition  of  many?  Is  it 
unholy  error  or  heavenly  truth? 
Scriptural  documentation  FREE! 
22c  postage  required.  Ray’s  Study, 
Box  3435,  Midland,  TX  79704. 


TABLETOP  OFFSET  DUPLICA- 
TDR,  Master  Maker  and  Master 
Conversion  Unit,  all  AB  Dick. 
Perfect  condition,  supplies  includ¬ 
ed  $3,000.  (601)  353-1635  Sandy. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


urch,  Raleigh,  will  Annual  homecoming  for  Puckett  Sunday.  March  «,  officially  mark- 
Day  and  homecom-  Cemetery  Association  will  be  held  ed  the  beginning  of  Oakland  Grove 
ly  1.  The  church  has  April  24,  at  Puckett  Baptist  Church,  Church,  Laurel,  celebration  (rf  its  50th 
ed,  building  a  new  Puckett.  Activities  will  begin  at  11  year. 

lucational  facility  on  a.m.,  with  lunch  on  the  grounds  The  Jubilee  calendar  of  events  cot- 
t.  following  the  service.  Former  resi-  sist  of  Blaster  Sunrise  Service,  which 

service  will  begin  at  dent,  Philip  Hardwick,  will  be  was  held  April  3,  with  Jam«  Shumate 
Sari  Kelly,  executive  speaking.  (a  former  pastor)  giving  the 

:r,  Mississippi  Baptist  .  message;  a  brush  arbor  service  to  be 

)ard,  as  featured  First  Church,  Canton,  will  have  held  Junes,  with  former  ppstor.J.M. 

I  dedication.  Dinner  dedication  for  its  sanctuary,  educa-  Fby,  speaking;  a  time  capsule  dedica- 
the  family  life  center  bon,  and  office  suite,  April  24,  at  10:45  tion  July  4  during  a  church-wide  pic- 
aftemoon  homecom-  a.m.  C.  Z.  Holland,  Louis  Smith,  and  nic  and  day  of  fellowship;  a  Jubilee 

II  begin  at  2  p.m.  Harvey  Webb,  pastor,  will  be  revival  and  gospel  sing,  July  31-Aug. 


MBMC  BSU  holds  Biblethon 


Revival  results 


15  -  Passenger  Church  Vans 


Revival  dates 


We  specialize  in  Church  Vans,  both  12  and  15 
passenger.  We  sell  to  all  churches  for  factory  cost  plus 
$145.00  for  service.  We  also  carry  used  Vans.  Call  for 
more  information.  Ask  for  Reggie  Frierson.  (601) 
798-8682. 

RS.  We  also  have  a  special  lease  plan  for  the  clergy 
on  any  Ford,  Lincoln,  or  Mercury. 

Dub  Herring  Ford-Lincoln  -  Mercury 


Oak  Grove  (Smith);  April  24-27;  pastor.  Bayou  View,  Gulfport,  guest  Munn,  minisier  oi  music,  ureiuiud. 
Sunday,Jl  a.m.  and  7  p.m. ;  Mon.-Wed.,  speaker ;  dinner  on  the  grounds  and  music. 

7  p.m.;  D.  J.  Benson,  pastor,  Salem  afternoon  singing.  Central,  Little  Yazoo:  April  24-29; 

Heights,  Laurel,  evangelist;  Danny  Grandview.  Pearl:  April 24-27;  Sun-  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Steve  Jackson, 
Holifield,  minister  of  music,  day,  u  a.m.  and  7  pm  ,  Mon.-Wed.,  7  First.  Flora,  prMching;  Ken  Ray, 
Bethldiem,  Laurel,  music  evangelist;  David  Wilkinson,  pastor^Mid-  First,  Flora,  music;  Riley  Ainsworth, 

Thomas  Oieeks,  pastor.  vvay,  Jackson,  guest  evangelist;  pastor;  J.  B.  Sherman,  music. 

Sunrise.  Carthage:  April  29-May  I ;  Richard  Sparks,  minister  of  music.  County  Line.  Mendenhall:  April 
Frank  Smith,  pastor,  evangelist.  Puckett,  music  evangelist;  Wade  24-27;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  each  night,  7 
First,  West  Point:  April  24-27;  Bob  Chappel,  pastor.  p.ni.;  Larry  McDonald,  new  pastor, 

Norman,  Tennessee,  preacher;  Popps  Ferry,  Biloxi:  Apnl  24-2»;  preaching;  Bill  Bishop,  new  minister 
Russell  Newport,  Missouri,  music;  services,  7  p.m.  each  evening;  Tom-  of  music,  music;  County  Line  is 
services,  Sunday  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  my  Hight,  evangelist;  David  located  west  of  Puckett,  off  of 
Mon.-Wed.,  12:30  p.m.  preceded  by  D^ease,  music;  dinner  at  the  church  Highway  13  on  the  Rankin  and  Simp- 
noon  meal;  7  p.m.;  Jackie  Hamilton,  at  5:30  p.m.;  Don  Snipes,  pastor.  son  line 

pastor.  Antioch,  Florence:  April  27-May  1;  Holcomh,  Holcomb:  April  29,  30, 

First,  Coffeeville  (Yalobusha):  7  p.m.;  Alvin  Doyle,  Puckett,  May  1;  youth  revival;  Bill  Bustin, 
April  24-29;  Ron  Kirkland,  pastor,  evangelist;  Todd  Vance  minister  of  Camden,  Ark.,  preaching;  Jena  Wat- 
First,  Batesville  evangelist;  Joe  music;  Barry  Ward,  pastor.  son,  Holcomb,  music;  Dale  Gravatt, 

Meurrier,  Sardis,  musician;  Triiman  white  Bluff  (Marion),  April  24-27;  pastor. 

D.  Scarborough,  pastor.  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m.,  dinner 

Aorii  9A.97.  scrved  at  noon;  Mon.  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Palmer.  Ripley:  April  24-27;  7  p.m.; 

Dumas  (Tippah):  Apnl  24-27,  ser-  Buckley,  former  pastor,  Marvin  Murphy,  preaching;  Frank 

vices  nightly  at  7  ixm. ;  Jani«  L^s,  Sunday  at  both  services ;  B.  Cooley,  music ;  Steve  Oliver,  pastor, 

pastor.  Fifteenth  Avenue  Mendian,  ^  Jones,  Monday;  Howard  '  ■  *" 

preaching;  Peggy  Davis,  praise  Tuesday;  James  Yates. 

leader;  Don  Paeik.  pastor  ZnesdayVT^Si  E.  Branton.  Van  Winkle 

Big  Level.  Wiggins:  April  24-29;  minister  of  music ;  Marvin  Graham,  Church 

Donnie  Guy,  evangelist;  Terry  Hurt,  pastor.  FumlshlngS  & 

music  evangelist;  David  Grisham,  North  Greenwood,  Greenwood:  ■  i  u 

pastor;  Sunday  services,  11  a.m.  and  April  24-27;  Sun.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Mon.-  P©W  Upri018I©ry 
7pm.;  Mon.-Fri.  7:30pm.;  homecom-  Wed.,  noon-1  p.m.;  Eddie  Cooper,  Box  SOI,  Fulton.  MS  38843 

ing.  May  1;  Allan  Moselv,  former  pastor.  First,  Oxford,  evangelist,  Rick  in  MS  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Picayune,  MS  39466. 


Special  for  Senior  Adults, 
Leaders,  and  Members 

South  Mississippi  Senior  AduH  Rally 
First  Baptist  Church,  Hattlesbuig 
April  2S,  10:00  a.m.  •  3:30  pam. 

R©gi8tration  and  f©llow8hip  at  9:30  a.m. 
Theme:  New  Dimensions  for  Senior  Aduits 


Horace  Kerr,  Manager 
Senior  Adult  Section 
Family  Ministry  Department 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
Nashville,  TN 


Kerr 

Reeource  persona  on  general  program 

J.  Clark  Hensley,  Jackson  Farrell  Blankenship,  Jackson 

Ten  Interest  Conferences  for  Senior  Malts 
Entertainment  at  lunch  time 

Registration  fee  $4.00  includes  lunch  prepared  by  First 
Baptist  Church. 

Reservations  for  lunch  need  to  be  made  by  noon  Mon¬ 
day,  April  25th.  Phone  583-2771  or  write  Dr.  Joel  D.  Ray, 
William  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401. 

Sponsored  by  Senior  Adult  Area  Consultants  from  Areas  VII,  VIII.  IX.  and 
Family  Ministry.  MS  Baptist  (kinvention  Board.  Lebanon  Association,  and  Family 
Ministry.  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Area  Youth  Music  Leadership  Conference;  FBC,  Greenwood; 
9:30  a.m.-3:30  p.m.  (CM) 

Area  Youth  Music  Leadership  Conference;  McLaurin  Heights  BC. 
Pearl;  9:30  a.m.-3:30  p.m.  (CM) 

Associational  WMU  Officers  Retreat;  Camp  Garaywa;  4  p.m  . 
2«th-12:30  p.m.,  29th  (WMU ! 

Area  Handbell  Festival-North;  FBC,  Tupelo;  7  p.m.,  29th-2:30 
p.m.,  30th  (CM) 

AssociaUonal  WMU  Officers  Retreat;  Camp  Garaywa;  4  pm.. 
29th-12;30  pm  ,  30th  (WMU) 

Youth  Speakers’  Selection  Tournament;  Woodland  Hills  BC, 
Jackson;  10  a. m.-Noon 'CT) 

Youth  Bible  Drill  Selection  Tbumament;  Woodland  Hills  BC, 
Jackson;  1:30-3  p.m.  (CT) 


Pianos  at  A 
Warahouae 

pricaa  Tw 

Exduciv*  dealer*  tor  ’ 
Steinway  -  Kewei  •  WurklUer 
Weber  •  KimbeH 
Financing  Aveitebte 
MCATISA/American  Express 


Piano  Company 

51  N  Ttm  KeHy.  Manager 
856-2S24 


Ridgetand 


Jesus  teaches  what  counts  with  God 


with  hatred  and  anger.  Adultery  is  not  simply 
an  overt  act,  but  rather  it  is  an  attitude  of  lust 
whereby  one  is  already  guilty  of  the  sin.  Jesus 
affirmed  God’s  ideal  for  marriage  (Genesis 
2:24)  and  clarified  the  intent  of  the  Mosaic  law, 
permitting  a  bill  of  divorcement  for  any  reason 
other  than  adultery.  Moses  permitted  it  in  wder 
to  protect  the  women  from  a  man’s 
capriciousness.  The  form  of  the  verb  about 
“causing  her  to  commit  adultery”  is  passive 
and  should  be  translated  adulterated,  or  caus¬ 
ed  to  be  stigmatized  as  an  adulteress.  Hence, 
no  adultery  is  involved  but  an  unjust  suspicion 
was  brought  upon  the  women  unless  she  was 
given  the  bill  of  divorce. 

On  the  matter  (rf  oaths,  a  Christian  should  not 
swear  at  all.  The  statements  of  a  Christian 
should  not  depend  upon  an  oath  to  guarantee 
their  truthfulness.  Neither  are  Christians  to 
take  revenge  but  should  respond  to  personal  in¬ 
jury  by  forgiveness  and  ministry  to  the  person 
who  brought  harm.  And  last,  a  Christian  is  to 
go  beyond  loving  one’s  neighbor  to  loving  his 
enemy.  Those  who  handle  life  in  the  way  that 
Jesus  has  just  described  are  those  who  come 
to  perfection  or  maturity  of  the  faith  (5:48). 

Gayle  Alexander  is  pastor.  First,  Tupelo. 


_  _  I  p  „  those  who  are  willing  to  be  persecuted  for 

BIBLE  D  K  righteousness  sake.  The  fellowship  of  the 

-  beatitudes  is  the  fellowship  of  the  crucified.  The 

do  with  control  of  the  inner  spirit.  The  bliss  of  peacemaker  is  persecute.  It  is  interesting  to 
hunger  and  thirst  means  that  one  is  seeking  for  note  that  this  carries  the  same-promise  of  the 
what  one  does  not  have  that  only  God  can  give,  kingdom  as  does  the  first  one. 

'This  comes  out  of  a  sense  of  emptiness  and  The  bliss  of  influence  on  the  obedient  is  seen 

means  the  end  of  seeking  to  justify  one’s  self  in  the  description  of  the  believer  as  salt  and 
before  God.  light.  Jesus  moved  from  contemplation  of 

The  first  four  beatitudes  have  to  do  with  one’s  character  to  consideration  of  function  and  pur- 
relationship  to  himself.  'The  bliss  of  perfect  pose.  Light  is  to  illumine  darkness  and  give 
sympathy,  or  mercy,  begins  to  move  one  toward  understanding  of  Clhrist.  As  salt,  one  is  a  preser- 
otheis.  A^in,  the  sequence  is  logical.  One  must  vative  and  a  purifier, 
have  a  right  relationship  with  one’s  self  before  Jesus  ans^red  the  charge  that  he  was  seek- 
he  can  have  a  right  relationship  with  others,  ing  to  destroy ‘the  law  and  the  prophets  by 
What  you  are  (the  first  four)  moves  to  what  you  fulfilling  them.  He  fulfilled  the  law  by  perfect 
do.  The  primary  truth  of  the  New  Testament  is  obedience,  and  by  paying  the  full  penalty  <rf  the 
that  (Christianity  is  being  before  doing.  One  of  law  as  a  substitute  for  sinners.  The  rest  of  this 
the  first  indicators  of  being  right  is  having  mer-  chapter  gives  six  illustrations  of  how  Jesus 
cy  toward  others.  fulfilled  the  law.  Jesus  ig  seeking  to  point  out 

Purity  is  the  bliss  of  an  unmixed  inner  self  the  inadequacy  of  the  external  righteousness 
and  comes  from  hunger  for  righteousness.  Im-  of  scribes  and  Pharisees.  Jesus  moved 

righteousness  to  an  inner  obedience  to  the  sjMiit 
relationships  come  to  the  peacemaker.  Shalom,  of  the  law  which  is  far  beyond  external 
or  peace,  is  righteousness  and  truth  which  righteousness. 

causes  right  relationships.  The  peacemaker  Jesus  fulfilled  the  law  far  beyond  outward 
takes  the  initiative.  'The  bliss  of  having  an  in-  conformity  to  the  prohibition  against  miirder. 
Qpence  (xi  the  disobedient  (5:10-12)  comes  from  Murder  is  an  attitude  and  spirit  that  has  to  do 


By  Gayle  Alexander 
Matthew  5:1-48 

'The  be-happy  attitudes  are  the  qualities  that 
result  in  blessedness,  or  happiness.  Jesus  is  not 
offering  rewards  but  stating  facts.  Neither  is 
■HUBHiaiH  Jesus  being  evan^listic,  but 
speaking  to  his  disciples.  He 
is  not  talking  about  different 
people  but  the  same  person 
with  characteristic  on  an 
B  f  ascending  scale.  The  first 

f^^B  beatitude  is  the  key  to  the 
BIl  rest.  There  is  a  logical, 

■  spiritual  sequence  in  them. 

B  ^^I^BThe  beatitudes  were  con- 
Alrxander  trary  to  Jewish  thinking. 

All  of  the  character  traits  are  a  result  of  be¬ 
ing  poor  in  spirit.  To  recognize  one’s  spiritual 
poverty  and  to  allow  Christ  to  meet  spiritual 
needs  is  bliss.  One  will  receive  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

There  is  bliss  in  mourning  one’s  spiritual 
poverty  and  turning  to  God  in  complete  repen-  purity  is  to  be  all  mixed  up.  'The  bliss  of  right 
tance.  There  is  bliss  in  a  God-controlled  life 
which  is  meekness,  because  meekness  sees 
beyond  poverty  and  mourning,  to  where 

strength  is  and  begins  to  seek  righteousness. 

Meekness  is  strength  under  pressure.  It  has  to 


s  promise  of  rest  has  threefold  dimension 


trials,  a  time  of  choosing  constantly  (rod’s  truth 
over  evil.  The  danger  is  real.  Believers  are 
tempted  to  default  on  spiritual  life  com¬ 
mitments,  to  give  up  on  confession  of  C^irist, 
and  to  go  back  to  a  life  of  compromise  Profess¬ 
ing  Christians  are  falling  away  and  dropping 
out  of  the  present  rest  of  living  in  God’s  will. 
Many  wander  in  the  wilderness  of  defeat 
because  of  an  active  refusal  to  hear  and  obey 
(Jod. 

The  good  news  of  the  Promised  Land  did  not 
profit  Israel  as  it  was  not  mixed  with  faith. 
Always  the  key  to  entering  God’s  blessings 
(rest)  is  faith  in  Christ.  'Two  important  helps 
are  mentioned. 

(1)  “As  partakers  in  Christ,”  believers  are  to 
“exhort  one  another  daily”  lest  any  become 
hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin 
(3:13-14).  Christians  belong  to  each  other  and 
need  to  encourage  each  other  in  love  and 
patience 

(2)  ’The  Christian’s  resource  is  the  Word  of 
God  (4:12-13).  The  Word  of  (Jod  is  living, 
energizing,  penetrating,  and  discerning.  We 
must  allow  the  Word  to  expose  us  and  judge  our 
actions.  Beware  of  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief. 
Many  refuse  to  listen.  Many  listening,  refuse  to 
obey.  We  must  listen  to  his  Word,  understand 
it,  trust  it,  and  obey  it. 

Jimmy  G.  McGee  is  pastor.  First,  Grenada. 


of  it.”  Let  us  therefore  be  deligent  to  enter  that 

LIFE  AND  WORK  rest,  lest  anyone  fall  after  the  same  example 

_  of  disobedience.”  '' 

An  auto  mechanic  once  explained  to  me  the  The  people  of  Israel  were  slaves  in  Egypt, 
importance  of  keeping  the  front  wheels  in  align-  God  saved  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Egyp- 
ment.  Out  of  align,  the  tires  stress  and  wear  tians  (Exodus  14:10)  and  set  them  free  from 
unevenly  and  make  difficult  the  control  of  the  bondage.  At  the  Red  Sea,  God  separated  Israel 
vehicle.  Aligned  properly,  the  tires  roll  at  ease,  from  Egypt  in  dramatic  victory.  Moses  led 
It  is  so  with  our  lives.  ’This  rest  is  pictured  in  them  onward  in  (Jod’s  redemptive  purpose  to 
Hebrews  3 : 11,  18  and  4 : 11.  the  Promised  Land.  On  the  edge  of  entering  Ca- 

3.  It  is  the  rest  of  heaven.  A  voice  from  heaven  naan,  Israel  balked  at  God’s  command.  ’They 
said,  “They  may  rest  from  their  labors.”  This  stopped  short  of  God’s  intended  destiny  and 
rest  is  pictured  in  Hebrews  4 : 9,  ‘There  remains  frustrated  God’s  purpose, 
therefore  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God.”  This  is  'The  promise  of  (Jodtc  est  for  Israel  meant 
the  rest  with  all  things  perfect  in  the  presence  the  physical  enjoyment  of  Canaan  as  their  own 
of  God  eternally.  land  of  development.  It  also  meant  the  enjoy- 

Genuine  Christians  have  the  assurance  of  the  ment  of  communion  with  God.  It  was  this  rest 
rest  of  salvation  (past)  and  the  rest  of  heaven  of  living  in  God’s  will  that  Israel  forfeited  in 
(future).  They  have  this  by  believing  and  unbelief  and  disobedience  This  is  the  same  rest 
trusting  in  the  all  sufficient  Jesus,  and  they  can-  that  (Christians  today  are  in  danger  of  forfeiting 
not  lose  it.  (iienuine  (Christians  have  the  respon-  for  themselves  and  of  frustrating  Clod’s  purpose 
sibility  for  and  the  opportunity  of  living  in  (i^’s  of  redemption. 

will  in  the  present  with  joy  and  victory  in  ser-  The  (Christian  readers  of  Hebrews  (then  and 
vice  They  have  this  by  believing  —  hearing  and  now)  have  been  redeemed  by  the  precious  blood 
obeying  C^’s  Word.  Hence  God’s  promise  of  of  Jesus  and  set  free  from  the  bondage  of  sin. 
rest  for  the  (Christian  is  past,  present,  and  'They  are  now  on  the  edge  of  the  Promised  Land, 
future.  As  Israel  was  responsible  for  conquest  of  the 

The  exhortation  of  Hebrews  4:1,  U  focuses  on  land  in  obedience  to  God’s  supp^,  so  are 
the  rest  of  living  in  God’s  will  in  the  present,  believers  txxlay.  This  rest  of  Uving  in  Clod’s  will 
“Let  us  fear  lest  any  of  you  seem  to  come  short  was  and  is  a  time  of  testing,  difficulty,  and 


By  Jimmy  G.  McGee 
Hebrews  3:12-4:2,  9-13 
The  word  “rest”  is  counted  11  times  in 
chapters  3  and  4  of  Hebrews.  “Rest”  provides  a 
key  concept  in  understanding  the  exhortation 
of  these  verses.  Link  with 
Uicse  verses  the  invitation  of 
Jesus  in  Matthew  11:28-29 
and  the  promise  of  God  in 
Revelation  14;13.  Taking 
^^B  Ihese  scriptures  together, 
^  threefold 

dimension. 

salva- 

BHI  tion.  Jesus  said,  “Come  un- 

McGee  to  me  all  you  that  labor  and 
are  heavy  laden  and  I  will  give  you  rest.”  This 
rest  is  the  gift  of  (^  to  all  who  believe.  It  is 
the  result  erf  God’s  Hnished  work  in  Jesus’  death 
on  the  cross.  It  is  pictured  in  Hebrews  4:4  by 
the  Sabbath  rest. 

2.  It  is  the  rest  of  living  in  God’s  will.  Jesus 
said,  “Take  my  yoke  upon  you  and  learn  of  me, 
for  I  am  gentle  and  lowly  in  heart,  and  you  will 
find  rest  for  your  souls.”  Submission  to  t^  Lord- 
ship  of  Jesus  brings  inward  peace  and  joyous 
fellowship  in  victorious  daily  living.  When  we 
align  our  wills  with  God’s  will  and  do  his  truth, 
a  rest  is  realized. 


Peace  with  God  made  possible  by  Jesus  Christ 


By  M.  Dean  Register 

Peace  is  often  an  illusive  butterfly :  beautiful 
to  watch  and  difficult  to  catch.  Peace  is  a  live¬ 
ly  subject  in  our  world,  but  a  very  demanding 
practice.  ’Ib  live  in  peace  re¬ 
quires  a  conciliatory  agree¬ 
ment  between  offended  in¬ 
dividuals,  groups,  or  nations 
and  a  relentless  determina¬ 
tion  to  maintain  an 
established  trust.  Given  our 
propensity  to  sin  it  is  no 
wonder  our  globe  totters  on 
the  brink  of  destruction.  But 
if  living  at  peace  with  each 
other  is  so  hard  to  accomplish,  how  can  we 
possibly  live  at  peace  with  (kxl? 

The  Apostle  I^ul  explains  that  we  cannot 
make  peace  with  God  on  our  own  terms  accord¬ 
ing  to  our  own  merit.  Our  peace  was  made 
possible  by  Jesus  (Hirist.  He  says,  “Therefore, 
being  justified  by  teith  we  have  peace  with  (jod 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  CSirist.”  (Rom  5:  IL  This 
is  Paul's  declaration  of  our  peace.  Peace  with 
God  is  not  a  subjective  feeling  or  a  casual  state 


UNIFORM 


of  mind.  It  is  an  accomplished  act  initiated  by 
(k)d  whereby  we  are  placed  in  a  right  relation¬ 
ship  with  him. 

In  other  words,  we  are  no  longer  at  war  with 
God.  He  has  provided  a  way  for  our  restoration. 
The  phrase  “we  have  peace"  is  sometimes 
translated,  “Let  us  have  peace.”  The  former 
emphasizes  an  affirmation  of  peace  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  emphasizes  an  exhortation  to  apply  peace. 
Both  translations  have  significance,  but  neither 
one  changes  the  essential  meaning  concerning 
our  justification  through  Christ.  Both 
underscore  the  fact  that  no  person  can  ex¬ 
perience  the  peace  of  God  without  being 
brought  to  peace  with  (^  through  the  in¬ 
termediary  —  Jesus  CJuTst.  The  word  “access” 
in  Romans  5:2  refers  to  an  introduction  between 
persons,  a  face  to  face  meeting.  Therefore 
Qirist  is  our  introducer,  the  one  who  brings  us 
face  to  face  with  God. 

Having  declared  our  peace,  Paul  expounds 
upon  the  results  of  our  peace.  A  Christian  not 


only  rejoices  in  the  glory  of  God,  but  is  enabl¬ 
ed  to  rejoice  in  the  midst  of  tribulations. 
Tribulation  when  endured  hy  foith  produces  pa¬ 
tience  or  perserverance  Patience  in  turn  pro¬ 
duces  experience.  The  Greek  word  for  ex¬ 
perience  refers  to  “approved  character.”  This 
approved  character  subsequently  leads  to  a 
confident  assurance  which  Paul  calls  “hope.” 

The  grounds  for  a  believer’s  hope  is  the  ex¬ 
travagant  love  of  God  —  the  love  that  has  been 
“shed  abroad  in  our  hearts”  (Rom.  5:5). 
demonstrated  his  love  to  us,  not  because  we 
deserved  it,  for  in  actuality  we  are  most 
undeserving  of  his  pure  love  (Rom.  5:8). 

He  demonstrated  his  love  because  he  is  the 
very  essence  of  love  and  mercy.  When  we  are 
in  a  right  relationship  with  him,  we  experience 
the  outpouring  of  his  love,  as  well  as  the  results 
of  his  peace 

Peace  with  God  does  not  guarantee  that  we 
will  have  blissful,  trouble-free  lives.  It  does  not 
mean  that  we  will  float  ten  feet  above  reality. 
Peace  is  not  the  absence  of  storms,  but  the 
assurance  of  (^’s  never-failing  presence  when 
the  storms  are  unleashing  their  fury.  Joseph 


Parker,  the  great  nineteenth  century  preacher, 
expressed  this  truth  succinctly  when  he  said, 
“Ciut  of  (Jod  there  is  no  peace,  in  (Jod  there  is 
perfect  peace.”  No  matter  the  circumstances, 
I  would  rather  be  with  (Jod  in  a  raging  storm 
than  without  (Jod  on  an  isle  of  tranquillity. 

The  ultimate  result  of  peace  with  God  is  the 
assurance  of  salvation  (Rom.  5:9-11).  Notice  the 
three-fold  nature  of  salvation  in  verse  ten :  we 
were  reconciled  (past  tense  of  regeneration); 
are  being  reconciled  (present  tense  of  sanc¬ 
tification)  ;  and  shall  be  saved  (future  tense  of 
glorification).  With  unquestioned  assurance 
Paul  adds  that  we  have  received  the  “atone¬ 
ment”  or  the  “reconciliation.”. 

The  reconciliation  indicates  that  we  have 
peace  with  God  on  (Jod's  terms.  Through  (Jhrist, 
God  has  provided  the  way  of  reconciliation. 
Peace  with  (Jod  is  both  an  exhilarating 
privilege  and  an  humbling  responsibilty  —  a 
privilege  because  we  do  not  d^rve  it  and  a 
responsibility  because  he  has  entrusted  to  us 
the  “ministry  of  reconciliation”  (II  Cor.  5:18). 

M.  Dean  Register  is  pastor.  First,  Gulfport. 


Register 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  hirther  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

MEMORIALS  ,  Mr.  H.  w  IWU 

Graeber  Brotbrrs  lac  Eddie  Elward  A  Family 

reoruary  o  •  Mrs.  Ibm  MiUs  Mrs  D.  B.  MulhoUand 

March  9,  1988  Mr*,  ahc*  pricbsm 


Amy  Diaac  McCarmick 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Moaroe 
Barrentiae 

BYW.  North  Greenwood  BC 
Ana  Louise 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Fred  M.  Witty 
Hardy  F.  McCarmick 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  George  Gatewood 
J.  Edwfai  McCormick 
Miss  Lucille  Hayward 
Mrs.  Clyde  McCnllar 
Prieods  al  New  Haven  BC, 
Weir 

Mr.  CUaton  McCarley 
Pat  k  Joy  Cooerly  k  Fkmily 
Ben  k  Cara  Ferguson 
Mr.  T.  T.  McCttsUoa 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Delane  Andrews 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  William  A. 
Nichols 

Mrs.  Edna  McDevitt 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Mize  Sr. 

Leon  M.  McKee 
Curtis  k  Annie  Evans 
Mrs.  Antainetlc  Winn  McLean 
Mrs.  Maude  J.  Barney 
Ms.  Rntb  McNecly 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Homer  Woodniff 
Sarah  McPhail 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Cbaries  W. 
McPhail 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Meadows 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Darden  J.  Bourne 
Maltimore  Meyer 
The  Blum  Family 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  William  Korbin 
Mr.  IWaudf  e  MMdletaa 
Mrs.  Callie  D.  Ihylor 
Mrs.  Rath  Peaay  MkMIetsa 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  U.  Hendrix 
Mrs.  Clyde  L.  Ilerruu 
Mrs.  Maggie  Slay  Miller 
Charlotte,  Gcr^,  Randy 
Broome  Fhmily 
Mrs.  J.  D.  (Mary)  Miller 
Mrs.  T.  A.  WUtahire  k  Edith 
Ms.  Emma  P.  Atkiosaa 
Mrs.  C.  F.  HoUingsworth 
Mrs.  Robbie  Abel 
Mrs.  Lotena  Barrentine 
Ms.  Augusta  IVacock 
Jim  Williams 
Becky  C.  MilUag 
Fscutty  at  Lugoff  Electrical 
School,  SC 
Coartacy  M.  Mkster 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Dianna  “Broahe”  MttcheU 
Birs.  Howard  Hooper 
Mr.  James  O.  MHchell 
Friends  at  Fbrest  Baptist 
Church 

Mr.  Lather  MHchell 
Highland  Baptist 

Kindergarten.  Vicksburg  ! 
Ralph  Maffitl 

Mrs.  James  S.  Hea  ! 

Mr*.  .Mohead 
Mrs  Joe  P  McCain 
Mrs.  Veta  Itownaend 
EdHb  Moare 
Ginny  Randall 
Mr.  Otis  Moare 
Ibny  k  Susan  Kinton 
Ready  Maare 
Mrs.  Joe  Lee  McWilliams 
Bill  Morgan 

Dave  S.  k  June  Bowering 
Mrs.  LeaBe  Margaa  I 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  O. 

Kynerd  1 

Mr.  .Arthar  Marris 
Mrs.  EWa  B.  McLemore 
Billie  Sac  Martoa 
Mr  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Hathom 


Jarecn  J.  Moss 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Mills 
Mrs.  Ibm  MiUs 
Mrs.  Alberta  CoUen 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Corner  WSaliace 
Mrs.  Aaaa  Rath  Murphy 
Builders  Sunday  School.  luka 
Mrs.  OUlc  Dellc  Murphy 
Darrell  A  Polly  Dickm 
,  Mrs.  Ida  Mae  .Morray 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Lewis  P.  Chapman 
Mrs.  Kathryn  L.  Lewy 
Mrs.  Philip  Bernstein 
1  Ann  A  Ba^ 

Mrs.  Ruby  S.  Boggan 
First  Baptist  Church.  Bude 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eugene  Murray 
Seekers  Sunday  School,  ist 
Vailed  Methodist  Church. 
Montgomery,  AL 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  l^son 
Marjorie  Scott  Williams 
Mrs.  Edwins  Wise 
Mrs.  Lenos  Marray 
Ann  Slay  Allred 
Ms.  Martha  Slay  Bourn 
Mrs.  Maade  Myrd 
Ann  Smith 
Jayne  Woods 
BraacU  Nelsaa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Harville  A 
David 

Mrs.  Elba  Neban 
Mrs.  Lessie  Ferrell 
Mbs  Evelya  N'eblet 
Mrs.  Sadie  C  Yerger 
Jaaies  I.  (Jimmy)  Newcomb 
Whiter  A  Doris  McMutchy 
Nancy  TYiplett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ibx  lYiplett 
Mrs.  Arceala  Newell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rommie  Whlley 
Mrs.  LacUe  Nichab 
Mrs.  E.  B.  (Sooner 
Mrs.  Grace  Naah 
Kaye  A  Curbs  Buchanan 
Mrs.  GUlie  Nnanery 
Bkfcham  A  Iris  Ball 
Mr.  Ualaa  Oahmaa 
Dot  A  Oyde  Griffin 
Mrs.  Charles  C.  West 
Mr.  Jaha  F.  Odea 
Williamsville  Baptbt  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  JOn  G.  Chesteen 
Mary  1\imer  A  Jim 
Hiss  Janette  Nowell 
Mrs.  J.  Alfred  Nowell 
Mrs.  Oyde  (Daris)  Pace 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sieve  Holland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dale  Honeycutt 
Mr  A  Mrs  J.  L.  Snell 
Mrs.  Jewel  Pace 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W  M  JoOy 
Mr.  Bryaa  Palaier  Jr. 

Mrs  Judy  Phtterson 
Mbs  Sarah  Lacile  Parher 
Mrs.  Chiite  C.  OenI 
Mrs.  Neaa  Parker 
Adult  3  Sunday  School.  FBC. 

Lucedaie 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Payae 
Ms  Emma  P.  Atkinson 
Mr.  Marvla  Phillip 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Rommie  Mbiley 
Hobart  A  Hazle  Oanieb 
tiara  L.  Piaaix 
Ms.  Laura  W  Ihylor 
Sam  A.  Ptttmaa 
Judge  A  Mis  Gray  Evans 
Mrs.  Grace  Plackeamryer 
Lon  A  Maudaline  Pepper 
Mr.  Ralph  PoBi 

Smyrna  BC,  Hazlehurtt  I 

Mildred  A  Reed  Carter 
Mrs.  Bessie  Pope 
Mrs.  demon  O.  Wall 
Mr.  JacUe  Powell 
Bobbie  A  William  Barbee 
Walter  Barbee 

Dr  A  Mrs.  W.  Bert  Thompson  ( 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  R  EUiolt 


Mr.  H.  W.  "Dec”  PoweU 
Eddie  Elward  A  Fhmily 
Alira  PrasseD 
Mrs.  D.  B.  MulhoUand 
Mrs.  Alice  Prichard 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  James  C.  (^rr 
Rosalie  Proctor 
I  Mr  A  Mrs  R.  H.  MUlis 
Dr.  WilUam  Proat 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Malcolm  W. 
Heard 

1  Mrs.  Grace  Paryear 
Miss  Lee  Wiman 
Mrs.  Ruth  A.  Patuam. 

Rev  A  Mrs.  Harold  Harris 
Jr. 

David  Quian 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Crow 
Sam  C.  RatcUfr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  C. 
Roques 

Mrs.  J.  E.  (Mattie)  Rawson 
Flynt  A  Sibyl  Hobgood 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  Sam  Lackey  A 
Daughters 
Floyd  Reynofab 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  L.  Hays 
Mrs.  Carria  Rhea 
Bill  Stevenson 
Mary  Rhodes 
Jo  Ann  Neal 
Becky  Rhodes 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Do^Auiiams 
Lessie  Roark 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dewayne  Stevens 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Robb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  R.  Baker 
LucUe  Robbs 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  O.  Baker 
Aaroa  RaberU 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard 
Grantham 

Mr.  Richard  RaherU 
Rev  A  Mrs.  James  C.  Carr 
Mr.  Thlmadge  Roberts 
Mrs.  Mae  G.  Moon 
Mrs.  Mary  T.  Robertsaa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  D.  FhusI 
Jr. 

Mrs.  C.  T.  RaMactte 
Mr  A  Mrs.  BiUy  B  Rawb 
Mr.  T.  Deaae  Racers 
Karl  A  Nancy  McGraw 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  L. 

Jackson 
Ann  Smith 
Jayne  Woods 
Mr  John  W.  Emory  Jr. 

Mr  A  His.  W  H  .  Lee 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wilbur  L.  Ashford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Nowlin 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Elton  Hardy 
Mr  A  Mrs  Paul  (Dorothy) 
Nunnery 
Alfred  Rogers 
BiU  A  Deena  Barbee 

Mr.  Cecil  Rogers 
Mrs.  AUene  Hester 
Mr.  FraakUa  Oscar  Rogers 
Mr  A  Bfrs.  D.  C.  Scott 
Mrs.  Edith  Ahbidge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dutch  Fhrmer 
Helen  A  Mike  Lammons 
SUaicy  Rowaa 
Ms  Mary  V.  Gotdii« 

Mrs.  Mastac  Ratlaad 
Bessie  Mooney  Baptist 

'Women  Circle  »  ' 

Jadge  J.  O.  .•iaaM.  Sr. 

Mrs  W  F  McCormick 
Mr  A  Mrs  Malcolm  W 
Heard 

Mr.  T.  A.  SaadHer 
Mr.  A  Mrs  George  O.  Philfips 
Spring  HiU  BC.  Hazleburst 
Jahe  David  Saatard 
Ms  Laura  W.  Ihylor 
Mrs.  Eaten  Sarret 
Mrs.  Irene  Price 
Chapbta  N.  B.  Saaebr 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ward  Boshers 


Mrs.  MyrUe  Raaucy  SchmHi 
Fruik  A  Opal  Vicken 
Mrs.  NeU  W.  Healey 
Myrtte  Scott 
Stanton  Baptist  Oavch, 
Natchez 

Caratya  Wiliias  Sears 
Mrs.  Stephen  H.  Bryant 
Mr.  Elbert  H.  Sciby 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Donald  Martin 
FTorine  A  Whde  Roberts 
Cecil  C.  Shadrach 
Mrs.  Hmrard  Bailey 
Dr.  Michael  E.  Shabcea 
Mary  OlWeiU  Duke 
Mrs.  WUlic  Mac  Sbeihy 
Leon  A  Susan  Clark 
Leo  Shepard 
Ila  Maude  Carpenter 
Carolyn  A  Leon  Griffu 
Mrs.  Bertie  Choate  Shirley 
Mr  A  iirs.  Charles  O. 

Kynerd 

Wilma  R.  Shocmakc 
T.  L.,  Barbara  A  Aprile 
Curry 

Mrs.  Oscar  Shabarg 
Mrs.  Joe  P.  McCain 
Robert  Sibley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Max  Triplett 
Jasper  .Alexander  Simpson  s 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Hayward  Jr. 

Mr.  Robert  Simptaa 
B*r.  A  Mrs.  Stanley  Perkina 
Mrs.  Vera  Siaqaeffeld 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Green 
Mrs.  Myriea  J.  Sbsao 
Mrs.  C.  F.  (Ruby) 
HoUingsworth 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Hannaford 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Leroy  Thomas 
.Mr.  Clyde  Henry  Sble 
Great  GranddiHdren  of  Clyde 
Slate 

Virginia  A  Mamie  Sims  Hunt 
Mr  A  Mrs.  John  Nowlin 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ibmmy  F.  Ihylor 
T.  W.  SmaU 
Mrs.  Geneva  Corley 
Eatao  Smith 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Amos  Arender  Sr. 
Mr.  John  Blake  Smttk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  WUliam  D.  Mann 
Mrs.  Charley  Smith 
Hobart  A  Hazle  Danieb 
Mrs.  Jsaie  Potter  Smith 
Hr.  A  Mrs  Donald  Martin 
Mrs.  LilUaa'SmHh 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  M  Rusaell 
Jr. 

Mrs.  Mary  Frances  C.  Smith 
Miss  Annie  Andrews 
Members  of  Willing  Workers 
Sunday  School 
L.  Dean  S.  Solsmoa 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Fisher 
H.  K.  Saaet 
Pearl  River  Farmer's 
Cooperative 

Mrs.  Hartense  Smith  Spaaa 
Mike  A  Kathy  Nipper 
Ruth  R  Womack 
Mr  A  Mrs  Harold  S.  Sm 
BarUs  Spears 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rodney  Bevill  A 
Loroae 

Mrs.  VnU  Margaret  Spell 
Ms  Virginia  M  Young 
Mrs.  Agnes  Picket! 

Mr.  JauMs  R.  SpHchley 
Hr.  A  Mrs  Meredith  A.  Bass 
Mrs.  Beth  S.  Maddux 
Harreld  Chevrolet  Company 
Robert  Stanley 
Winaome  Sunday  School. 
Calvary  BC,  Tupelo 
Mr.  C.  T.  Steadman 
Mrs.  Joe  P  McCain 
Mrs.  LatUe  M.  Slaete 
Mrs.  S.  R  Garner 
Mr  A  Mrs  TriieU  Smith 
Mrs.  Bruce  Smith 
Mrs.  Mac  Stegall 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Dick  Catledge 
J.  C.  SIcaaett 
Mias  Eva  Legett 
Mrs.  Sadie  Stewart 
Jones  County  Baptbt 
Aaaocbtkm 
Jae  SIrahaa 
Peart  River  Farmer's 
Cooperative 
Mrs.  1>d  StrickUed 
Young.  Scanlon  A  Senums. 

PA 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  GraaviBr  Strang 
Esther  Sunday  School.  FBC. 
Vicksburg 

Rev.  Charles  Stoddard 
KoMa  Springs  Baptist 
Church 

Mr.  Richard  Junkin 
Mrs.  Marie  Satlaa 
Mr  A  Mrs  J  P  Buckley 
Mr.  Waller  G.  Swana 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  M.  McElroy 


Mr.  Prica  Swam 

Richard  Junkin 
Mrs.  Ray  Sweedta 
Mtv  M.  E.  Foreman 
&  M.  Sykea 

Mrs.  Mahkm  Stephenson 
Mr.  X  L.  Ihibert 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hiram  Linch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roger 
Scarborough 
Waker  Elika  Ihpp 
Ma.  Lila  McCoy 
Jim  Q.  Ihtam  Sr. 

Mrs.  Jimmie  T.  Callicoat 
J.  R.  Ihybr 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Baker  A 
Ruthie 
Mr  Ed  Barr 
Mrs.  Margie  M.  Cooper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  J.  GUze 
Mr  A  Mrs.  A.  V.  Henry 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mrs.  James  Sikes  - 

Mr.  J.  R.  Thybr 
Mr.  A  Mis.  G.  L.  Draper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pat  Ingrapi 
Ralph  A  Paub  Van  Namen 
Rodney  Ihylar 
Ms  Jean  S.  Moss 
Mrs.  J.  M.  (Mar  DeO)  TYasIry 
Mary  Lynn  A  James  Fhgan 
Mr.  Trey  IVmpb 
Jane  A  BiUy  Armstrong 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Virgil  L  Barlow 
Jr 

Mrs.  Daab  Thomas 
Mr  A  Mrs.  W  P  Cox 
Mrs.  Margaret  Thomas 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  James  C.  Carr 
Claadr  Thompson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Rodney  Bevill 
Sidney  Thorntan 
Mrs  Alene  StowFrs 

Mr.  Walter  Ihwies 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sanford 
McNemar 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jsmes  L.  IVavb  Sr. 

Mr.  James  L.  TVavb  Jr 
Otts  -Jay-  TUckrir 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Hamilton 
.Milton  L.  TMor 
Mrs.  Milton  L.  Tutor 
Mrs.  Ann  WUUaau  L'tateen 
Friends  at  Forest  Baptist 
Church 

EIbm  Umberger 
Wayne  Stokes 
Mrs.  Kate  Varese 
Stan  P.  Clendinning 
Oscar  J.  Vest 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ben  W.  Powell 
Jean  Wade 

Dave  S.  A  June  Bowering 
Mrs.  Lacy  Bell  Waggaoer 
Mrs  Barbara  JarreU  Gordy 
Brenlao  Wesley  WaBwr 
Mrs.  Patricb  WaUter 


Mr.  Easch  WhBace 
Mr  A  hbs.  Jack  Hardage 
Ronnie  A  Naaey  Gomillioa 
Mrv  Gladys  Dicasen  WaBaee 
Ray  Strowd 

EvelyB  R.  Thylor,  Carlene 
Mrs.  Cab  WaBer 
Bible  Study  Grou|z  GalUee 
BC 

Hattaa  Walsh 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hood  Garland 
Mr.  HilUam  Hattaa  Wahh 
Mrs  Marvin  Avera 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wird  G  SUrius 
Mr  A  Mrs.  E.  G.  Branch 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jewel  H.  Jones 
Mrs.  Alton  Branch  A 
Daughters 

Mr  A  Mrs  Golden  Branch 
Mrs  C.  L.  Holmes 
Mrs.  Nora  N.  Thomas 
Mr  A  Mrs  E.  H.  Wagner 
Mrs.  Leo  McDaniel 
Mrs  Buell  Bearden 
Mr.  A  Mrs  James  L.  Gordon 
.Mr  A  Mrs.  Clyde  C.  Hemphill 
Jr 

.Mr.  FIdgar  Ware 
Mr.  Odb  L.  Ferrell 
Mrs.  WUUe  Waraaek 
Dave  S.  A  June  Bowering 

“hlr.  Everett  Watkins 
Mrs  Sarah  Duncan 
Mrs  Mae  G.  Moon 
Mrs  Ins  Massey 
Mrs.  Mary  Sue  Webb  Ihylor 
Mrs.  CecU  Boswell 
Miss  Ervie  Lee  Fox 
Mrs.  Clara  Watkins 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  James  C.  Carr 
Woodrow  Watkins 
T.  L.,  Barbara  A  Aprile 
Curry 

Chrbttea  Watson 
First  Baptbt  Church. 
Beaumont 
Mrs.  Loabe  Watts 
Carolyn  A  Reese  Snell 
Mrs.  W  W  Watkins 
Mrs.  Satie  Watts 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Leo  Leake 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Jaha  C.  Watts 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  V.  0.  Powell 
Mr.  O.  L.  Way 
Mrs.  diariotte  Broome 

Dr.  Lester  D.  Webb 
Mrs.  Nancy  J.  Poe 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  W  Brown 

Mr.  Carroll  Clark  _ _ 

Mrs.  Oe  Lob  Stribling 
FYank  A  Opal  Vickers 
ErnesUae  Welksra 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Fbber 
Gwen  Westkrnak 
John  A  June  Watkins 
Sne  Faye  Wkalely 
Mr  A  Mrs  W.  W  Geddings 


Mrs.  atwM.  Wkattsy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  W  HaHHi« 

Jim  A  Sarah  PU^im 
Andrew  a  WhHakcr 

Graeber  Brottmts  lac. 

Mrs.  LacIBe  Whkehcr 
Mr  A  Mis.  R  G  Crane 
Ann  Judmm  Circle 
Mr.  HUIcry  Edwb  WhHe 
Rill  Ranett 
WUl  A  Sue  Barrett 
Mri  Marcb  R  Jackson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Clarence  R 
Minyard 

Ms.  Corrinne  W  Whbon 
Mrs  WiU  D.  Wibon 
Mr  A  Mrs  Thenton  H. 
Wakirup 

Mrs.  Edith  Aldridge 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Dutch  Fhrmer 
Helen  A  Mike  Lammons 
Mr  A  Mrs.  W  P  McWilliams 
Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  J  F  Willbms.  Jr 
Wilburn  A  Warrene  White 
Ed  A  Kathryn  Ellison 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Bruce  HiU 
Mrs.  Jimmy  White 
Mrs.  Joe  P.  McCain 
Mrs  Vela  Tbwnsend 
Mr.  Cartts  D.  Wkitllngtoa 
Ms  Dorothy  0.  Cabell 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  H.  MerreU 
Mr.  Edgar  ElUot  Wicks 
Mr  A  Mrs  E.  A.  Currey  Sr. 
Mr.  John  C.  Wicks 
Mr  A  Mrs  Gordon  Crowe 
AHoa  WilUams 
Shuquabk  Baptbt  Church 
Mrs.  UeUa  G.  WilUams 
Mrs  Lottie  G.  Whittington 
Mrs.  FJma  WilUams 
Mr.  A  Mrs  V.  U.  Powell 
.Mrs.  Sasaa  WUUams 
Mr  A  Mrs.  C.  W  Ingram 
Lawrence  A.  (Lanaie)  W’ilUs 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  D  Gerald 
Sr 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Ihylor  Webb 
Roy  and  Joy  Cliburn 
Dr  A  Mis.  W.  Bert  Thompson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  R.  Baker 
Bobby  Wibon 
Dorothy  A  CTyde  Parker 
Mr.  J.  Robert  (Boh)  Wolie 
Mrs.  D.  A.  Swayze 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Raymond  S. 

Martin  Jr. 

Mrs.  Rost  F.  Baas 
Mrs.  Mary  Lea  N.  Fhrmer 
Dr  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Posey  Jr. 
Jamie  Speed 
Key  W(osdt 
Mrs.  Key  Woods 
Mary  A  W(sodraa'  H(srlry 
Mrs.  Elene  WeUons 
Mr.  VMag 
Mrs.  AnUmb  Bates 


HOUSEPARENTS 

NEEDED! 

Recently,  Mrs.  Bernice  Hawkins,  a  dedicated 
Houseparent  at  The  Village  for  the  past  five 
years,  died.  We  were  already  in  need  of  house- 
parents  but  this  has  intensified  the  challenge. 


Bernice  always  wanted  to  be 
a  missionary.  She  answered 
God’s  call  as  a  missionary 
when  she  came  to  The  Village 
July  1, 1983.  At  the  time  of  her 
death  she  was  serving  effec¬ 
tively  in  Alumni  Cottage,  one 
of  our  Chemical  Dependency 


Hawking 

cottages. 


Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Hawkins  were  held 
at  Trinity  Baptist  Church,  Rosedale  with  burial 
in  Beulah  cemetery. 


Rich  Malone  and  a  group  of  youthful  volunteers  lead  the  music  at  Gulfshore  dur¬ 
ing  a  session  of  Ybuth  Missions  conference.  Malone  is  minister  of  youth  at  Parkway 
Church,  Jackson. 


Youths  meet 
to  think 


on  missions 

story  and  photos  by  Tim  Nicholas 

Dean  Finley  remembers  that  when 
he  was  a  teenager,  his  pastor  stopped 
the  televised  worship  service  to  tell 
Dean  and  his  friends  Ike  and  Billy,  “If 
you  three  don’t  stop.  I’m  coming  up  to 
get  you.” 

Said  Finley  to  300  teenagers  at  the 
Youth  Missions  Conference  at 
Gulfshore  recently,  “We  were  not  b@d 
folks.”  He  said  that  something  besides 
God  was  the  focus  of  his  life. 

After  being  cut  from  football  and 
basketball  teams  in  school,  he  ran- 
track  and  played  football.  “Football 
became  all  of  my  life,”  he  said. 
"Whatever  you’re  into,  it  becomes  the 
focus  of  your  life.” 

Finley  had  older  friends  who 
graduated  before  him.  His  friends 
gone,  and  having  a  set  of  car  keys,  “I 
was  about  to  bail  out  on  the  church,” 
he  said,  when  he  heard  a  story  about 
a  popular  football  quarterback. 

Someone  had  asked  a  popular  high 
school  quarterback  why  he  carried  his 
Bible  to  school.  'That  football  player 
had  seen  a  friend  of  his  carrying  his 
Bible  and  asked  why,  hearing  the 
response  that  “If  you  think  it’s  so  easy, 
try  it  yourself.”  Finley  challenged  the 
students  at  Gulfshore  to  begin  carry¬ 
ing  their  Bibles  to  school. 

He  said  that  when  he  realized  God 
wanted  him  to  get  his  life  straighten¬ 
ed  out,  he  began  to  carry  his  Bible  to 
school.  He  put  a  New  liestament  in  his 
back  pocket.  He  wasn’t  planning  on 
talking  about  it.  But  it  fell  out  and  a 
b<9  picked  it  up,  asking  what  he  was 
doing  with  it. 

Fiiilby  told  the  group  that  although 
he  hadn’t  planned  on  witnessing,  the 
carrying  (rf  the  Bible  was  a  beginning 
and  talking  about  Jesus  actually  got 
easier  the  more  he  did  it. 


S^rina  Cobb  and  Mendez  Goldman  of 
Cliff  remple  Church,  Natchez,  play  orte 
of  the  indoor  games  at  the  Youth  Missions 
Conference.  Just  about  everything  was  irv 
doors  because  it  rained  all  weekend. 


nmaui  bipiist  lusiiNuciiKe,.  ^ 

lIRPiDf  IHI  Home  Mission  Board,  was 

speaker  for  the  youth  meeting 
historic*  .tiiiiiniisioir^'^fr<'acted  more  than  300  high 
,  .  school  students 
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Powerline 

for 

teens 


“/  don’t  like 
to  be  hugged” 

Question 

A  big  deal  is  made  these  days 
about  touching  and  hugging  all  the 
time.  Tliey  say  you  need  hugs  to  be 
psychologically  healthy.  I  don’t 
really  like  ail  that  touching.  Is 
there  something  wrong  with  me? 

Answer 

Your  letter  points  up  an  impor¬ 
tant  principle  in  human  relation¬ 
ships;  that  we  must  be  willing  to 
let  all  persons  be  themselves  and 
to  respond  according  to  their  own 
inner  needs  or  feelings. 

Of  course,  this  does  not  mean 
that  everybody  just  “does  what 
comes  naturally,”  because  part  of 


being  civilized  means  that  we  curb 
our  impulses  to  act  in  thoughtless 
or  antisocial  ways.  Peo(de  with  bad 
tempers  need  to  learn  to  be  pa¬ 
tient.  Persons  who  are  shy  need  to 
develop  more  self-confidence.  All 
of  us  n^  to  learn  to  express  love 
and  genuine  concern  for  each 
other. 

But  that  doesn’t  mean  there  is 
(Hily  one  way  to  express  love.  More 
outgmng  types  may  give  you  a  big 
bear-hug.  A  firm  handshake  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  warm  smile  and 
a  lo(A  in  the  eyes  which  says,  “My, 
I’m  glad  to  see  you!”  may  mean 
just  as  much  when  it  comes  froriT 
a  person  who  normally  is  more 
reserved.  The  important  thing  is  to 
know  yourself  and  feel  comimtable 
with  responding  in  a  genuine  man¬ 
ner,  to  Ik  open  and  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  other  person  according  to 
his  or  her  own  special  personality 
traits. 
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Pressler:  Southern  will  avoid 
Southeastern-type  controversy 


Ibrry  Dent,  with  beard,  a  former  Journeyman,  leads  a  missionary  "family”  group 
where  the  students  had  opportunities  to  get  to  know  the  missionaries. 


iS^'StLLE,  Ky.  (BP)  - 
Southern  Seminary  will  not  ex¬ 
perience  the  type  of  controversy  that 
has  raged  at  its  sister  school  in  North 
Carolina,  Paul  Pressler  predicted. 

Pressler,  an  appeals  court  judge 
from  Houston  and  a  leader  of 
Southern  Baptist  conservatives,  told 
students  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  seminary 
would  avoid  a  major  administrative 
shake-up  because  of  “realistic  efforts” 
by  seminary  President  Roy  L. 
Honeycutt  to  hire  conservative  facul¬ 
ty  members. 

In  October,  Southeastern  Seminary 
President  W.  RandaU  LoUey  and  Dean 
Morris  Ashcraft  announced  their 
resignations  in  response  to  actions 
taken  by  the  Wake  Forest,  N.C., 
school’s  board  of  trustees  to  ensure 
that  only  people  who  profess  biblical 
inerrancy  will  be  hired  for  faculty 

Macao  forms 
own  mission 

MACAO  —  The  18  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  assigned  to  historic 
Macao  officially  began  their  own  mis¬ 
sion  organization  in  January  after  a 
long  attachment  to  the  Baptist  mis¬ 
sion  in  Hong  Kong. 

Macao,  the  Portuguese  colony  just 
south  of  Hong  Kong  on  the  China 
coast,  was  the  entry  point  for  both  the 
first  Protestant  missionary,  Robert 
Morrison  in  1807,  and  first  Southern 
.Baptist  missionaries,  Lewis  and 
(MtoaMa — **  in  1836,  to  work  in 
Portuguese  control  for 
than  four  centuries,  Macao  will 
be  rqtumed  to  Chinese  rule  in  1999. 

“The  association  was  established  to 
serve  churches.”  Gerald  Palmer 


positions.  Several  other  ad¬ 
ministrators  also  submitted  their 
resignations. 

“I  don’t  think  you’re  going  to  have 
the  situation  at  Southern  that  you  had 
at  Southeastern  because  of  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Dr.  Honeycutt,”  Pressler  said 
at  an  April  13  meeting  of  the 
seminary’s  Student  Evangelical 
Forum. 

The  guidelines  set  forth  by  trustees 
at  Southeastern  for  hiring  faculty 
there  were  a  “cMrective  measure,” 
Pressler  said,  noting  the  policies  were 
a  “way  to  balance”  the  faculty  with 
people  who  held  “traditional  Southern 
Baptist  beliefs.” 
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